

































































Electrical Hazards

I Generators pose a risk of shock and electrocution, especially if they are oper-
ated in wet conditions. If you must use a generator when it is wet outside, pro-
tect the generator from moisture to help avoid the shock/electrocution hazard,
but do so without operating the generator indoors or near openings to any
building that can be occupied in order to help avoid the CO hazard. Operate
the generator under an open, canopy-like structure on a dry surface where wa-
ter cannot reach it or puddle or drain under it. Dry your hands, if wet, before
touching the generator.

I Connect appliances to the generator using heavy-duty extension cords that are
specifically designed for outdoor use. Make sure the wattage rating for each
cord exceeds the total wattage of all appliances connected to it. Use extension
cords that are long enough to allow the generator to be placed outdoors and
tar away from windows, doors and vents to the home or to other structures
that could be occupied. Check that the entire length of each cord is free of
cuts or tears and that the plug has all three prongs. Protect the cord from get-
ting pinched or crushed if it passes through a window or doorway.

i NEVER try to power the house wiring by plugging the generator into a wall
outlet, a practice known as “backfeeding,” This is extremely dangerous and
presents an electrocution risk to utility workers and neighbors served by the
same utility transformer. It also bypasses some of the built-in household cir-
cuit protection devices.

Fire Hazards

I Never store fuel for your generator in the home. Gasoline, propane, kerosene,
and other flammable liquids should be stored outside of living areas in proper-
ly-labeled, non-glass safety containers. Do not store them near a fuel-burning
appliance, such as a natural gas water heater in a garage.

Before refueling the generator, turn it off and let it cool down. Gasoline spilled

on hot engine parts could ignite.
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If a power line falls to the ground or touches anything on the
ground, the surrounding area may be extremely hazardous.
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It is not possible to determine if a downed power line is energized.
Never touch or attempt to move a downed power line or a person
who is in contact with a power line.

Keep children and pets away from areas where power lines may
have fallen.

Don’t drive over downed power lines.

If a downed line is near water, keep a safe distance from the line
and the water, even if it is a small puddle.

If a power line falls over your car, stay in the car. If you must leave
the car because of immediate danger, jump free of the car, making
sure that no part of your body is touching the car when you come
in contact with the ground.

Be careful not to stand under tree limbs or power lines. Tree limbs
can become weakened during a storm but not fall until several
hours or even days after the storm. The same can be true for pow-
er lines or poles that sustain damage.
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i Beware of outdoor hazards. Watch out for loose or dangling power lines and report them im-

mediately to the proper authority. See pp. 4 for contact numbers.

i Walk and drive cautiously. Debris filled streets are very dangerous. Snake and poisonous in-
sects may be a hazard. Washouts can weaken road and bridge structures which could collapse

under vehicle weight.

i Do not use water until authorities have declared the area to be a “safe water area”. Use the
emergency supply in the tub or boil water. Report broke sewer or water mains to the Depart-

ment of Public Works.

i Observe curfew.

Be patient. 1t takes a team effort to clean up after a

storm. Responsibility for the cleanup falls to numerous

local, state and federal agencies.

DEBRIS CLEAN-UP

i Separate piles of debris by trunks and limbs and drag as close to the road as possible.

i Be sure the debris does not obstruct the roadway, does not clog ditches and is not under a

power line.
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10136 Florida Blvd. P.O.Box 217  Walker, LA 70785 P. 225.665.4356 F. 225.664.0140
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