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CHAPTER 1:   GOALS AND OBJECTIVES OF THE UNIFIED DEVELOPMENT 

CODE 

 

SECTION 1.1   AUTHORITY  

     

A. The City of Walker Unified Development Code, or UDC, is a comprehensive set of 

development standards that helps the City and the community guide and regulate the use 

and development of land within the corporate limits of Walker.  Authority for 

administrating such a code comes from the Police Power granted to the State of Louisiana 

and its political subdivisions. The Police Power is given to local governments in order to 

promote and provide for the health, safety, and welfare of its people, as outlined in Title 

33 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes (for zoning authority in particular). As part of this 

authority, the City of Walker has therefore chosen to adopt this UDC and to appoint a 

zoning commission and a planning commission as a group of volunteer citizens to help 

the City manage the Code.  The City has also authorized the Building Department to help 

the City administer with the details of this Code and to provide inspection and enforcement 

services. 

 

SECTION   1.2 GOAL AND OBJECTIVES    

 

A. The overall goal in preparing, adopting, and implementing a Unified Development Code 

for Walker is to provide for the orderly and efficient development and redevelopment of 

the City of Walker through the use of a comprehensive development code that is fairly and 

effectively administered by the City of Walker.   

 

B. The primary Objectives of the UDC are to: 

1. Ensure efficient and sustainable design and development that enhances the existing 

community character and that follows the goals established in the Walker Master Plan 

and Community Vision.   

2. Improve and facilitate the adequate provision of transportation, water, sewerage, 

roads, schools, public safety facilities, parks, drainage, and other public requirements.     

3. Secure public health and safety with respect to fire and other dangers, while providing 

for adequate light and air. 

4. Establish the boundaries and types of various zoning districts and the standards for the 

development of new subdivisions. 

5. Encourage the variety of affordable and diverse housing choices. 

6. Improve the quality and preservation of Walkerôs natural resources, by protecting 
wetlands, native habitat, natural drainage ways, and air and water quality. 

7. Assist in the management of community growth, regional cooperation, promotion of 

economic development, and a positive image of the City. 

8. Encourage a high-quality mix of neighborhoods, neighborhood forms, and building 

types. 

9. To preserve unique and historic areas and sites. 
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SECTION 1.3   WHAT IS INCLUDED IN THE UDC:  

 

A. The development topics generally included in this UDC are zoning and rezoning of 

properties, subdivisions, floodplain management, signage, landscaping, lighting, parking, 

drainage and storm-water, site plan/plat review, environmental protection, definitions, 

administrative procedures, annexation, streets, utilities, non-conforming uses, and 

enforcement. The Code is developed to help with the coordination of these many issues 

within a single document that is available to the public. 

 

SECTION 1.4   WHAT IS NOT INCLUDED IN THE UDC  

 

A. This UDC (and unified codes in general) does not include City and State standard building 

Codes that are used to regulate the construction of a building, acceptable materials, and 

the permitting of individual buildings.  This includes codes such as the International 

Building Codes, State plumbing or electrical codes, fire safety codes, wind load standards, 

and/or energy codes.  Such codes will be included in the State of Louisiana adopted 

International Building Codes and its various components, in addition to specialty building 

codes adopted by the State. 

 

B. This UDC also does not serve as a Master Plan or Comprehensive Plan for the community 

but is to be used in conjunction with the community Master Plan and to help the 

community achieve such as Plan. The UDC does, however, communicate the City of 

Walkerôs intention as to the seriousness of land-use regulations within the City of Walker. 
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CHAPTER 2:   GENERAL PROVISIONS FOR DEVELOPMENT  

 

SECTION  2.1   POLICY  

 

A. It is hereby declared to be the policy of the municipality to consider the development 

zoning, and subdivision of land and the subsequent development of the subdivided plat 

as subject to the control of the municipality pursuant to the official master plan of the 

municipality for the orderly, planned, safe, and efficient development of the municipality. 

 

B. Land to be developed or subdivided shall be of such character that it can be used safely 

for building purposes without danger to health or human peril from fire, flood, or other 

menace, and land shall not be subdivided until available public facilities and 

improvements exist and proper provision has been planned and/or made for drainage, 

water, sewerage, and capital improvements, such as schools, parks, recreation facilities, 

and transportation facilities. 

 

C. The existing and proposed public improvements shall conform to and be properly related 

to the proposals shown in the Master Plan, Zoning Plan, Official Map, and the capital 

budget and program of the municipality, and it is intended that these regulations shall 

supplement and facilitate the enforcement of the provisions and standards contained in 

the building and housing codes, zoning ordinance, Master Plan, Official Map, land use 

plan, and capital budget program of the municipality. 

 

SECTION  2.2   AUTHORITY  

 

A. By authority of Louisiana Revised Statutes 33:101-120, as amended, and other applicable 

laws, statutes, ordinances, and regulations of the State of Louisiana, the City of Walker 

and the Walker Planning and Zoning Commission do hereby exercise the police power 

and authority so vested in it to review, approve, and disapprove plats for subdivision of 

land within the corporate limits of the municipality, and to review, recommend, and 

approve changes to zoning classifications and related land development regulations within 

the City of Walker. 

 

B. By the same authority, the City of Walker does hereby exercise the power and authority 

to pass and approve or disapprove development of plated subdivisions of land already 

recorded in the office of the Parish Clerk of Court, if such plats are entirely or partially 

undeveloped. 

 

C. The plat shall be considered to be entirely or partially undeveloped if: 

 

1. said plat has been recorded with the Parish Clerk of Courtôs office without a prior 
approval by the City of Walker City Council (for plat submissions before April 8, 

2019), the Building Official (for minor plat submissions after April 8, 2019), the City 

Planning and Zoning Commission (for major plat submissions after April 8, 2019), or 

 

2. said plat has been approved by the City of Walker City Council, Building Official or 

Planning and Zoning Commission (based on plat approval date in conjunction with 

April 8, 2019) for which the approval has been granted more than three (3) years prior 



City of Walker, Louisiana È  Unified Development Code                                              Page  11 

 

to granting a building permit, on the partially or entirely undeveloped land, and the 

zoning regulations for the district in which the subdivision is located, have been 

changed subsequent to the original final subdivision approval. 

 

SECTION 2.3   JURISDICTION  

 

A. These regulations shall apply to all subdivision and development of land as defined herein, 

located within the corporate limits of the municipality of the City of Walker. 

 

B. No land shall be developed or subdivided within the corporate limits of the municipality 

until 

 

1. The developer or subdivider or his/her agent submits property plats, plans and 

specifications to the Building Official (minor subdivides) and/or Walker 

Planning and Zoning Commission (major subdivides), along with other required 

documents, and 

 

2. the signed and approved plat is filed with the Parish Clerk of Court. 

 

C. No building permit or certificate of occupancy shall be issued for any parcel or plat of land 

which was created by subdivision after the effective date of, and not in conformity with, 

the provisions of these UDC and the City zoning and subdivision regulations, and no 

excavation of land or construction of any public or private improvements shall take place 

or be commenced, except in conformity with the regulations. 

 

SECTION  2.4   AMENDMENTS  

 

A. For the purpose of providing the public health, safety, and the general welfare, the 

Planning Commission and Zoning Commission may recommend, and the City Council 

may approve from time to time, amendments to the provisions imposed by these zoning 

regulations.  Public hearings on all proposed amendments shall be held by the Planning 

Commission and Zoning Commission in the manner prescribed by State and local law.  

The City Council must approve all such amendments before they become effective. 

 

SECTION  2.5   CONDITIONS  

 

A. Regulation of the development, subdivision, and zoning of land and the attachment of 

reasonable conditions to land subdivision is an exercise of valid police power delegated 

by the State of Louisiana.  The developer has the duty of compliance with reasonable 

conditions laid down by the City Planning and Zoning Commission for the design, 

dedication, improvement, and restrictive use of the land, so as to conform to the physical 

and reasonable development of the City of Walker and to the safety and general welfare 

of the future plot owners in the subdivision, and of the community of Walker at large. 
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SECTION  2.6   VACATION OF SUBDIVISION PLATS  

 

A. Any plat or any part of any plat may be vacated by the owner of the property, at any time 

before the sale of any lot therein, by a written instrument, to which a copy of such plat 

shall be attached, declaring the same to be vacated. 

 

B. Such an instrument shall be approved or disapproved by the City Planning Commission 

in like manner as plans of subdivisions.  The Planning Commission may reject any such 

instrument which abridges or destroys any public rights in any of its public uses, 

improvements, streets, or alleys.  If completion bond has been secured by the Planning 

Commission, such bond will be released to the developer after acceptance of the vacated 

plat. 

 

C. Such an instrument shall be executed, acknowledged or approved, and recorded or filed, 

in like manner as plats of subdivisions; and being duly recorded or filed shall operate to 

destroy the force and effect of the recording of the plat so vacated, and to divest all public 

rights in the streets, alleys, and public grounds, and all dedications laid out or described in 

such plat and plan. This instrument shall be reviewed and approved by the City of Walker 

attorney before a vacated plat will be accepted by the City of Walker Planning 

Commission. 

 

D. When lots have been sold, the plat may be vacated in the manner herein, provided by 

signature, all of the owners of lots in such plat joining in the execution of such writing, if 

approved by the City of Walker Planning Commission after proper review by the City 

attorney. 

 

SECTION 2.7   INITIAL INTERPRETATION OF UDC AND ZONING  

                           REGULATIONS & BOUNDARIES  

 

A. The Building Official of the City of Walker, as the City UDC Administrator, shall be the 

 City staff person responsible for interpretation of the UDC, subdivision, and zoning 

 ordinance, in addition to the interpretation of zoning classification boundaries.  

 Applicant appeals of this initial Building Official interpretation shall be submitted in 

 writing to the Building office and then forwarded by the Building Officialôs office to the 

 Walker Board of Zoning Adjustments, or to the City Attorney, or to the appropriate 

 appeal  body as outlined in this ordinance. 
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CHAPTER 3:   DEFINITIONS  

 

For the purpose of this Unified Code Document all rules and regulations regarding property 

development standards, certain words or terms used herein shall be defined as follows: 

 

AASHTO ï American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials  

 

Abutting ï Property which directly touches another piece of property (shared boundary). 

 

Accessory uses: 

Á Structures and uses (such as private garages and sheds) customarily incidental to and 

on the same lot with a permitted use. 

Á Customary Home Occupations (an accessory use actively carried on only by a resident 

member of the family occupying the dwelling from which the activity is carried out.  

Home occupations should not generate nuisance or traffic.  No bus or truck other than 

a pick-up or van will be kept on the premises of the dwelling being used for business; 

includes such businesses as dressmaking or tailoring, or office of a physician or other 

professional person, etc.) incidental to a permitted use; provided, such occupations are 

carried on only by a resident member of a family meeting the following conditions: 

o Only one non-illuminated sign no larger than one square foot in area shall be 

used; 

o Nothing shall be done to make the building appear in any way as anything but 

a dwelling; 

o No business such as a shop or store (retail sales) shall be conducted upon the 

premises; 

o No one shall be employed full-time from the outside of the resident family; 

o Mechanical equipment used shall be only that normally used in, or found in, a 

single-family dwelling. 

Á A garage or parking space for not more than three (3) automobiles plus two (2) 

automobiles for each family in excess of three (3); provided that, except on a farm, 

storage of only one commercial automobile shall be permitted. 

Á The sale of produce raised only on the premises. 

Á The taking of lodgers and tourists. 

Á Advertising signs pertaining only to the lease, sale, or use of a lot or building on which 

such signs are placed and not exceeding a total area of twelve (12) square feet; 

provided that, on a lot occupied by a dwelling, there may be for each family housed 

no more than two (2) signs with a total area of not more than two (2) square feet 

pertaining to the use of such building or bearing a name and the designation of any 

authorized occupations.  All other signs are prohibited. 

Á Farming and operations customarily performed on a farm, providing these are 

performed on acreage tracts where there is sufficient land and where no houses or pens 

for fowls or animals are located nearer than twenty-five (25) feet to any property line. 

 

Adjacent ï Shall mean ñnext toò and shall mean ñdirectly across the streetò 

 

Adjoining lot or parcel ï A lot or parcel of land which shares all or part of a common lot line 

with another lot or parcel of land. 
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Adult Material ï As used in these land use regulations, adult or pornographic material shall 

consist of:  (1) movies, films, motion pictures, video tapes, video discs, slides, photographs, 

or other medium of visual representation or live performances, exhibitions or presentations; 

or  (2) books, papers, pamphlets, magazines, periodicals or publications, which are 

characterized by an emphasis upon the depiction or description of any of the conduct or 

activities set forth and described in the provisions of Louisiana Revised Statutes Title 14, 

Chapter 1, Part VI, Sub-Part C, and in that portion thereof designated as sub-paragraphs (2)(b) 

and (3) of paragraph A of Section 106 [La.  R. S. 14:106 A(2)(b), (3)], or as such provisions 

may hereafter be amended, re-enacted or re-designated from time to time, and shall also 

consist of any instruments, devices or paraphernalia described in La. R. S. 26:90(F).  

 

Adult Uses/Pornographic Uses ï Establishments in which the gross receipts from providing 

entertainment, goods, and/or services defined as Adult Material/Pornographic Materials 

herein or in combination therewith including, but not limited to, those from sales, rental fees, 

admission fees, tips, gratuities, and/or other revenues collected constitutes at least twenty (20) 

percent of total gross revenues.  Adult Uses/Pornographic Uses may only be approved as an 

expanded conditional use and may only be granted within the C-2 Commercial Retail District.  

Failure of an applicant for, or grantee of, the conditional use Adult Uses/Pornographic Uses, 

to conclusively establish the percentage of gross revenues herein from said activities shall be 

grounds to deny or revoke the adult use/pornographic use. 

 

Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC) ï A liquor license is required for any business or function 

which allows customers, members, guests, visitors or any other persons to purchase, possess 

or consume liquor on the premises of the place of business or for consumption off premises. 

The City of Walker Alcoholic Beverage Control Board grants and regulates various types of 

alcohol license for restaurants; grocery, convenience and package stores; hotels and other 

establishments that sell alcohol for consumption on premises. 

 

Alley ï A thoroughfare in the middle of a block giving access to the rear of lots or buildings.  

 

Alluvial Fan Flooding ï Flooding occurring on the surface of an alluvial fan or similar 

landform which originates at the apex and is characterized by high-velocity flow; active 

processes of erosion, sediment transport, and deposition; and unpredictable flow paths.  

 

Amendment ï an amendment refers to a change in this Zoning Ordinance.  Rezonings are 

amendments, since they change the Official Zoning Map which is a part of this Ordinance.   

 

Apartment Houses ï Multiple family dwellings that have been converted from single family 

houses.  Must contain at least two rental units under common roof.   

 

Apartment Unit ï One or more rooms with private bath and kitchen facilities comprising an 

independent self-contained dwelling unit of at least 500 sq. ft. in a building containing more 

than one dwelling unit for rent. 

  

Apex ï A point on an alluvial fan or similar landform below which the flow of the major 

stream that formed the fan becomes unpredictable and alluvial fan flooding can occur.  
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Appeal, Flood Plain ï A request for a review of the Flood Plain Administrator's interpretation 

or any provision of this ordinance or a request for a variance.  

 

Applicant ï The developer, subdivider, owner and/or its legal authorized representative.  

 

Appurtenant Structure ï a structure which is on the same parcel of property as the principal 

structure to be insured, and the use of which is incidental to the use of the principal structure. 

 

Area of future flood hazard conditions ï the land area that would be inundated by the one-

percent (1%) annual chance (100 year) flood, based upon future conditions hydrology. 

 

Area of Shallow Flooding ï A designated AO, AH, or VO zone on a community's Flood 

Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) with a one percent (1%) or greater annual chance of flooding to 

an average depth of one (1) to three (3) feet where a clearly defined channel does not exist, 

where the path of flooding is unpredictable and where velocity of flow may be evident. Such 

flooding is characterized by ponding or sheet flow.  

 

Area of Special Flood Hazard ï is the land in the floodplain within a community subject to a 

one percent (1%) or greater chance of flooding in any given year. The area designated as 

Zones A, AE, AII, AO, AI-99, VO, VI-30, VE or V on the Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM).  

 

ASTM ï American Society of Testing and Materials  

 

Bar ï A structure or part of a structure used primarily for the consumption, sale or dispensing 

of liquor or alcoholic beverages by the drink.  Must meet separation distance rules called for 

in City and State Alcohol Ordinances. 

 

Base Flood ï The flood having a one percent (1%) chance of being equaled or exceeded in 

any given year.   

 

Base Flood Elevation ï the elevation shown on the Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) that 

indicates the water surface elevation resulting from the flood that has a one percent (1%) 

chance of equaling or exceeding that level in any given year; also called the base flood. 

 

Basement ï any area of the building having its flood subgrade (below ground level) on all 

sides. 

 

Bed & Breakfast Inn (Lodging-Transient) ï A dwelling unit having no more than one culinary 

facility where no more than six guest rooms for short-term lodging and at least one meal per 

day are provided for compensation and where the operator of the inn is a resident on the 

premises. 

 

Bed & Breakfast Residence (Lodging-Transient) ï An owner-occupied dwelling unit having 

no more than one culinary facility and no more than two guest rooms where short-term lodging 

with continental breakfast only is provided for compensation by the owner/operator of the 

residence. 

 

Board ï The City of Walker Board of Adjustments.   
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Boarding Home ï A for-profit or nonprofit boarding home, rest home, or other home for the 

sheltered care of adult persons which, in addition to providing food and shelter to 4 or more 

persons unrelated to the proprietor, may also provide any personal care or service beyond 

food, shelter, and laundry. 

 

Breakaway Wall ï a wall that is not part of the structural support of the building and is 

intended through its design and construction to collapse under specific lateral loading forces, 

without causing damage to the elevated portion of the building or supporting foundation 

system. 

 

Build ï To erect, convert, enlarge, reconstruct or structurally alter a building or structure. 

 

Building ï Any temporary or permanent structure built for habitation by or use of persons, or 

animals, and for the storage or use of material. 

 

Building Line ï The line which is the required minimum distance from the lot line at the street 

right of way line or an any other lot line that establishes the buildable area within which the 

principal structure must be erected or placed. 

 

Building Official ï The officer or other designated authority charged with the administration 

and enforcement of the building codes and the UDC.  

 

Building Sewer ï The extension of sewer lines from the building drain to the public sewer or 

other place of disposal.  

 

Carport ï A canopy or shed open on three (3) sides and attached to the main building for the 

purpose of providing shelter for one or more motor vehicles. 

 

Certificate ï Document (Certificate of Occupancy or Occupancy Permit) showing that a 

structure, its use, and all permits and occupancy guidelines have been complied with according 

to City regulations and the Zoning Ordinance.  Will be used for residential and commercial 

occupancy. 

 

Church ï A building or structure, or groups of buildings or structures, which by design and 

construction are primarily intended for the conducting of organized religious services and 

accessory uses associated therewith.  Accessory uses such as schools, child day care, meeting 

and event facilities, and parking must be approved by the Zoning Commission. 

 

City ï The City of Walker.   

 

Collectors ï Commercial and Industrial - A street which moves local traffic to major arterial 

streets.  

 

College or University Facilities ï The use of land for an educational facility which offers a 

course of study associated with the issuance of a degree and typically including classroom and 

lab facilities, research services, housing facilities, parking facilities and recreational amenities. 
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Commission ï The Walker Planning and/or Zoning Commission.   

 

Conditional Use ï A land use that alternately restricts or expands the permissible usages then 

available under the current zoning classification.  A conditional use which restricts 

permissible usages may either initiate with the Zoning Commission or City Council.  A 

conditional use which expands permissible usages must originate with the Zoning 

Commission and must comply with all procedural requirements and limitations for a rezoning.  

Nothing herein shall be construed to prohibit the Council from referring a conditional use to 

the Zoning Board for consideration.  More stringent and/or particular requirements may be 

applied to particular conditional uses herein.  A Conditional Use is a personal right and expires 

upon the change in ownership of the property from the person originally granted the 

conditional use.  The procedure for approval of Conditional Uses shall be the same as for a 

rezoning. 

 

Condominium ï A building, or group of buildings, in which units are owned individually, and 

the structure, common areas, and facilities are owned by all the owners on a proportional, 

undivided basis. 
Comment: By definition, a condominium has common areas and facilities and there is an 

association of owners organized for the purpose of maintaining, administering and 

operating the common areas and facilities.  It is a legal form of ownership of real estate 

and not a specific building style.  The purchaser has title to his or her interior space in 

the building and an undivided interest in parts of the interior, the exterior, and other 

common elements.  The property is identified in a master deed and recorded on a plat with 

the local jurisdiction.  The common elements usually include the land underneath and 

surrounding the building, certain improvements on the land, and such items as plumbing, 

wiring, and major utility systems, the interior areas between walls, the public interior 

spaces, exterior walls, streets and recreational facilities. 

 

Condominium, Residential ï The use of a site for a building or group of buildings forming a 

series of attached dwelling units constructed with common or abutting walls and located on a 

commonly owned site, where the units are owned individually, and the land, structure(s), 

common areas and facilities are owned directly or indirectly by all the unit owners on a 

proportional, undivided basis. 

 

Construction Plans ï The maps or drawings showing the detailed information as required by 

these regulations as a condition of the approval of the subdivision. 

 

Contiguous ï Shall mean "touching" or "in contact".   

 

Council ï The City of Walker City Council.   

 

Critical Feature ï An integral and readily identifiable part of a flood protection system, 

without which the flood protection provided by the entire system would be compromised.  

 

Cross Walk ï A specially paved or marked path for pedestrians crossing a street or road.  

 

Cul-de-sac ï A short street having one end open to traffic and being terminated at the other 

end by a vehicular turn around.  
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Day Care Centers ï Private for-profit or non-profit businesses, whether licensed by the State 

or not, to provide daytime care of children or adults, excluding overnight care and public or 

private primary and/or secondary educational facilities. Typical uses include child care 

centers. 

 

Detention Pond ï Also referred to as a Retention Pond. A planned outdoor storage facility 

built for the temporary detention of surface drainage water and as a flood control method. 

 

Development ï Any man-made change in improved and/or unimproved real estate, including 

but not limited to buildings or other structures, mining, dredging, filling, grading, paving, 

excavation or drilling operations.  

 

Developer ï The owner of land proposed to be subdivided or his representative. Written 

consent shall be required from the legal owner of the premises.  

 

District ï Refers to one of the zoning classification districts established in this Ordinance. 

 

Dormitory ï Dormitory means a dwelling consisting of a living unit occupied by more than 

twenty persons and having central kitchen facilities, and common bathrooms and is occupied 

by guests who may lease rather than by family members.    

 

Dwelling ï A building used for residential purposes such as for living and/or sleeping.  A 

single-family dwelling is a building that contains only one living unit; a two-family dwelling 

(du-plex) is a building that contains only two (2) living units; a multiple dwelling is a building 

that contains more than two (2) living units.  For the purpose of this Ordinance, a house trailer 

which is used as a residence and/or for living and/or sleeping purposes shall be considered a 

building.    

 

Dwelling, Attached ï A one-family dwelling attached to 2 or more one-family dwellings by 

common vertical walls. 

 

Dwelling, Patio Home ï A one-family dwelling on a small separate lot with open space, 

setbacks or yards on 3 sides only. (not attached to another dwelling). 

 

Easement ï Authorization by a property owner for the use by another, and for a specified 

purpose, of any designated part of his property.  Property owner retains title to property.   

 

Engineer (City Engineer) ï The Louisiana Registered Professional Civil Engineer designated 

by the City to furnish engineering services in the administration of these regulations. May also 

be the Review Engineer for the City of Walker Planning and Zoning Commission.  

 

Elevated Building ï A non-basement building (i) built, in the case of a building in Zones AI-

30, AE, A, A99, AO, AII, B, C, X, and D, to have the top of the elevated floor, or in the case 

of a building in Zones VI-20, VE, or V, to have the bottom of the lowest horizontal structure 

member of the elevated floor elevated above the ground level by means of pilings, columns 

(posts and piers), or shear walls parallel to the floor of the water and (ii) adequately anchored 

so as not to impair the structural integrity of the building during a flood of up to the magnitude 

of the base flood. In the case of Zones AI-30, AE, A, A99, AO, AII, B, C, X, D, "elevated 
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building" also includes a building elevated by means of fill or solid foundation perimeter walls 

with openings sufficient to facilitate the unimpeded movement of flood waters. In the case of 

Zones VI-30, VE, or V, "elevated building" also includes a building otherwise meeting the 

definition of "elevated buildingò even though the lower area is enclosed by means of 

breakaway walls if the breakaway walls meet the standards of Section 60.3(e)(5) of the 

National Flood Insurance Program regulations. 

 

Elevation ï The height of the ground or structure above mean sea level. Height shall be 

established with reference to the U.S.C. & G.S. elevations.  

 

Express or Parkway ï A street with access limited to major arterial streets to move large 

volumes of traffic.  

 

Existing Construction ï For the purposes of determining rates, structures for which the "start 

of construction" commenced before the effective date of the local FIRM map, or before 

January I, 1975, for FIRMs effective before that date. "Existing construction" may also be 

referred to as "existing structures."  

 

Extension ï An increase in the amount of existing floor area within an existing building. 

 

Family ï One or more persons occupying a living unit as an individual housekeeping 

organization and related by blood, marriage or another common bond as distinguished from a 

group occupying a boarding house, lodging house, hotel, or dormitory. (There may be only 

one single kitchen included per family.) 

 

Fast Food Restaurant ï An establishment where drive-up food service is available without 

necessarily having to leave the vehicle and where food and/or beverage is sold for 

consumption on or off of the premises. Food service, rather than beverage service or service 

of alcohol, is the primary service of the facility. 

 

Fence ï An artificially constructed barrier of acceptable material or combination of acceptable 

material erected to enclose or screen areas of land. Acceptable materials include solid wood, 

brick or masonry fences. Solid hedges or shrubbery planted so as to form a barrier and serving 

the same purpose as an erected fence shall also be defined as a fence under these provisions 

when allowed by this ordinance and by the City Building Official. 

 

Fill  ï Placement of imported or on-site material to fill low area or raise the existing ground 

surface elevation.  

 

Final Plat ï The final map or plan or record of a subdivision and any accompanying material, 

as described in these regulations, produced by a registered Professional Land Surveyor 

licensed in the State of Louisiana.  

 

Fire District ï Livingston Parish Fire District or City of Walker Fire Department. 

 

Flood or Flooding ï General and temporary condition of partial or complete inundation or 

normally dry land areas from -  
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(1) the overflow of inland or tidal waters;  

(2) the unusual and rapid accumulation or runoff of surface waters from any source.  

 

Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) ï An official map of a community, on which the Federal 

Emergency Management Agency has delineated both the special hazard areas and the risk 

premium zones applicable to the community.  

 

Flood Insurance Study ï The official report provided by the federal Emergency Management 

Agency, the report contains flood profiles, water surface elevation of the base flood, as well 

as the Flood Boundary-Floodway Map.  

 

Flood Proofing ï Any combination of structural and non-structural additions, changes, or 

adjustments to structures which reduce or eliminate flood damage to real estate or improved 

real property, water and sanitary facilities, structures and their contents.  

 

Flood Protection System ï Physical structural works for which funds have been authorized, 

appropriated, and expended and which have been constructed specifically to modify flooding 

in order to reduce the extent of the areas within a community subject to a "special flood 

hazard" and the extent of the depths of associated flooding. Such a system typically includes 

hurricane tidal barriers, darns, reservoirs, levees or dikes. These specialized flood modifying 

works are those constructed in conformance with sound engineering standards.  

 

Floodplain or Flood-Prone Area ï Any land area susceptible to being inundated by water from 

any source (see definition of flooding).  

 

Floodplain Management ï The operation of an overall program of corrective and preventive 

measures for reducing flood damage, including but not limited to emergency preparedness 

plans, flood control works and floodplain management regulations.  

 

Floodplain Management Regulations ï Zoning ordinances, subdivision regulations, building 

codes, health regulations, special purpose ordinances (such as a floodplain ordinance, grading 

ordinance and erosion control ordinance) and other applications of police power. The term 

describes such state or local regulations, in any combination thereof, which provide standards 

for the purpose of flood damage prevention and reduction and which are included herein as 

part of the UDC. 

 

Flood Plain, Violation ï The failure of a structure or other development to be fully compliant 

with the community's flood plain management regulation. A structure or other development 

without the elevation certificate, other certifications, or other evidence of compliance required 

in Section 60.3(b)(5), (c)(4), (c)(10), (d)(3), (e)(2), (e)(4), or (e)(5) of the National Flood 

Insurance Program regulations is presumed to be in violation until such time as that 

documentation is provided.  

 

Floodway (Regulatory Floodway) ï The channel of a river or other watercourse and the 

adjacent land areas that must be reserved in order to discharge the base flood without 

cumulatively increasing the water surface elevation more than a designated height.  
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Also, the area of inundation where flood waters are carried as defined by and shown on maps 

provided by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), Flood Insurance 

Administration.   

 

Floor Area ï The floor space (expressed in square feet) within the outside line of walls and 

includes the total of all space on all floors of a building, but does not include garages, carports, 

porches or space in a basement, attic, or cellar.   

 

Fuel/Gas Station ï Buildings, structures for which the premises is used primarily for 

dispensing of vehicle fuel or oil.  

 

Functionally Dependent Use ï A use which cannot perform its intended purpose unless it is 

located or carried out in close proximity to water. The term includes only docking facilities, 

port facilities that are necessary for the loading and unloading of cargo or passengers, and ship 

building and ship repair facilities, but does not include long-term storage or related 

manufacturing facilities.  

 

Garage Apartment or Accessory Apartment ï A living unit for not more than one family that 

is attached and accessory to the main building on the lot.  The garage or accessory apartment 

may be erected above a garage if the garage is a separate and accessory building or may be 

located in a fully attached garage that is considered accessory to the main building on the lot.   

 

General Terms ï The word ópersonô includes a firm, association, organization, partnership, 

trust, company, or corporation as well as individual.  The present tense includes the future.  

The singular includes the plural and the plural, the singular.  The word óshallô is mandatory, 

the word ómayô is permissive.  The words óusesô or óoccupiedô include the words óintend,ô 

ódesigned.ô or óarrangedô to be used or occupied. 

 

Grade ï The average level of the finished surface of the ground for buildings more than five 

(5) feet from a street line.  For buildings closer than five (5) feet to a street, the grade is the 

sidewalk elevation at the center of the building.  If there is no sidewalk, the Building Official 

shall establish the sidewalk grade. (The slope of a road, street, or other public way specified 

in percentage (%) of rise or fall of the surface.)  

 

Gravity Drainage District ï Any Livingston Parish Gravity Drainage District operating within 

the City limits. 

 

Ground Cover ï Material planted in such a way as to form a continuous cover over the ground 

that can be maintained at a height not more than twelve (12) inches. 

 

Group Care Facilities ï The use of a site to provide living accommodations in facilities 

authorized, certified, or licensed by the State to provide room, board and personal care in a 

facility with one (1) communal kitchen/dining facility for more than six (6) individuals not 

defined as a family who are unable to care for themselves due to physical disability, mental 

disorder or for dependent or neglected children. Typical uses include nursing homes, alcohol 

and drug rehabilitation facilities and intermediate care facilities.  A ñgroup homeò will be 

similar to this definition but will include 6 or less individuals living as a single housekeeping 

organization.  Both type of facilities must have full-time supervisory residents or staff. 
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Guest House ï An accessory building containing a lodging unit without kitchen facilities for 

the visitor and used to house occasional visitors or non-paying guests of the occupants of a 

dwelling unit on the same site.  Shall include ñBed and Breakfastò facilities. 

 

Heavy Manufacturing ï Manufacturing or processing of materials that generally must be 

processed creating nuisances such as objectionable odors, vibration or noise, fumes, dirt, etc.   

 

Height of a Building ï The vertical distance from average level of the finished surface of the 

ground to either: the highest point on a flat roof; the deck line of a mansard roof; or the highest 

roof height for gable, hip or gambrel roofs.   

 

Highest Adjacent Grade ï The highest natural elevation of the ground surface prior to 

construction next to the proposed walls of a structure.  

 

Historic Structure ï Any structure that is: listed individually in the National Register of 

Historic Places (a listing maintained by the Department of Interior) or preliminarily 

determined by the Secretary of the Interior as meeting the requirements for individual listing 

on the National Register; certified or preliminarily determined by the Secretary of the Interior 

as contributing to the historical significance of a registered Historic District or a district 

preliminarily determined by the Secretary to qualify as a registered Historic District; 

individually listed on a State Inventory of Historic Places in states with historic preservation 

programs which have been approved by the Secretary of the Interior; or individually listed on 

a Local Inventory of Historic Places in communities with historic preservation programs that 

have been certified either: by an approved state program as determined by the Secretary of the 

Interior; or directly by the Secretary of the Interior in states without approved programs. 

  

Impervious Surfaces ï Any material that substantially reduces or prevents the infiltration of 

storm water into the ground.  New parking must be built with an impervious surface for it to 

be acceptable in the City. 

 

Institution ï A non-profit establishment for public use or public benefit.  

 

Junk Yard ï Refers to outdoor premises that are used to collect and store used, broken, or 

salvageable items of various sorts.   

 

Landscape Area ï An unconstructed area of land in which landscape material are placed, 

planted or maintained, exclusive of servitude. 

 

Landscape Design ï The preparation of graphic and written criteria, specifications, and 

detailed landscape design plans to arrange and modify the effects of natural features such as 

planting, ground and water forms, circulation, walks and other landscape features to comply 

with the provisions of this article. 

 

Levee ï A man-made structure, usually an earthen embankment, designed and constructed in 

accordance with sound engineering practices to contain, control, or divert the flow of water, 

so as to provide protection from temporary flooding.  
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Levee System ï A flood protection system which consists of a levee, or levees, and associated 

structures, such as closure and drainage devices, which are constructed and operated in 

accordance with sound engineering practices.  

 

Lift Station ï A mechanical means of lifting sewage from one (1) gravity sewer system to 

another gravity sewer system of higher elevation.  

 

Light Manufacturing ï Manufacturing or processing of materials in such a manner that 

nuisances are not permitted or not substantial in nature. 

 

Living Unit ï The dwelling or rooms occupied by a family, but not including hotels and 

motels, fraternity or sorority houses.  The living unit must include individual unit kitchen 

facilities. 

 

Loading Space ï Space within the main building or on the same lot having a minimum 

dimension of fourteen (14) feet wide by sixty (60) feet deep, with a vertical clearance of 

fourteen (14) feet and providing for the loading or unloading of materials from trucks.   

 

Lodging House ï A dwelling consisting of not more than one living unit occupied by not more 

than ten (10) persons not related by blood, marriage, or adoption.  This term includes rooming 

house, boardinghouse, tourist home and nursing home.  

 

Lodge, Fraternal Order or Club ï A hall or meeting place of a local branch or the members 

composing such a branch of a fraternal order or society, such as the Lions, Masons, Knights 

of Columbus, Moose, American Legion, or other similar organization.  Serving food is 

permitted, and the sale of alcoholic beverages on a temporary basis is subject to approval by 

the City of Walker Alcoholic Beverage Control Board (ABC) and to all applicable federal, 

state and City regulations. 

 

Lodge (Transient) - Hotel/Motel ï A facility offering transient lodging accommodations, with 

separate bedrooms with bathroom units for temporary use, on a daily rate to the general public 

with or without providing additional services, such as restaurants, meeting rooms, and 

recreational facilities available to guests of the facility or the general public.  Typical uses 

include hotels, motels, and transient boarding houses. This does not include living units or 

single-family units. 

 

Lot ï A parcel of land occupied by, or which may hereafter be occupied by, a building and its 

accessory buildings, together with such open spaces and parking spaces, as required by 

Ordinance, and having its principal frontage on an officially approved street or place; A 

portion of a subdivision or other parcel of land, intended as a single building or unit of 

ownership or for development, including the development of one (1) ownership with two (2) 

or more buildings for separate ownership.  

 

Lot, Corner ï A lot abutting upon two or more streets at their intersection. 

 

Lot, Interior ï A lot which is not a corner lot. 
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Lot Depth ï The distance between front and rear lot lines.  If opposite sides of said lot are not 

parallel, the depth shall be deemed to be the mean distance between the front and rear lines. 

 

Lot Double Frontage (or "Through" Lots) ï A lot which fronts on two (2) parallel streets, or 

which fronts upon two (2) streets that do not intersect along the boundaries of the lot.  Must 

contain front yards on both sides. 

 

Lot Improvements ï Any building, structure, paving, grading, connection to utilities or other 

development of the land constituting physical or economic betterment of real property. 

 

Lot Line, Front ï The lot line separating a lot from a street right-of-way. 

 

Lot Line, Rear ï The lot line opposite and most distant from the front lot line; or in the case 

of triangular or otherwise irregularly shaped lots, a line ten feet in length entirely within the 

lot, parallel to and at a maximum distance from the front lot line. 

 

Lot Line, Side ï Any lot line other than a front or rear lot line. 

 

Lot of Record ï A lot which is part of a subdivision, the map of which has been recorded in 

the Livingston Parish Clerk of Courtôs office; or a parcel of land which became legally 

established and defined by deed or act of sale on or before June 3, 1975.  A lot which is either 

a part of a subdivision, the map of which has been recorded, or a parcel of land which is legally 

established and defined by Deed or Act of Sale.  Each new lot of record shall be approved by 

the Cityôs Planning Commission and recorded in the Livingston Parish Clerk of Courtôs office. 

 

Lot Width ï The horizontal distance between the side lines of a lot measured at right angles 

to the depth along a straight line parallel to the front lot line at the minimum required front 

setback line. 

 

Lowest Floor ï The lowest floor of the lowest enclosed area (including basement). An 

unfinished or flood resistant enclosure, usable solely for parking or vehicles, building access 

or storage in an area other than a basement area is not considered a building's lowest floor; 

provided that such enclosure is not built so as to render the structure in violation of the 

applicable non-elevation design requirement of Section 60.3 of the National Flood Insurance 

Program regulations.  

 

Main Building ï A building in which is conducted the main or principal use of the lot on 

which such building is located.  

 

Major Arterial Streets ï A street which provides for large volumes of through traffic and which 

does not provide only local access to a building property.  

 

Maneuvering Space ï The unobstructed area needed for a truck to back, in a single movement, 

directly from the street into a loading space, the depth of which is measured perpendicular to 

and from the front of the loading space to the curb side of the most remote lane in the access 

street. 
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Manufactured Home ï (Also referred to as House Trailer or Mobile Home/Building) A 

movable or portable building which is constructed on a permanent chassis, and/or which is 

designed to be towed over Louisiana roads and highways under special permit, designed for 

year-round occupancy, and designed primarily to be used without a permanent foundation, 

but which may sit on a permanent foundation, and designed to be connected to utilities.  It 

may consist of one or more sections that can be telescoped when transported and expanded 

later for additional capacity, or of two or more sections, separately transportable, but designed 

to be joined together into one integral unit.  Building onto or around a mobile home or building 

will not change its identification as a mobile home or mobile building.  The following shall 

not be included in this definition: 

 

(1) Travel trailers, pickup coaches, motor homes, camping trailers or other recreational 

vehicles. 

(2) Manufactured modular buildings, meeting the requirements of the City of Walker 

adopted building codes. 

 

CLASS A MOBILE HOME - mobile home will include new mobile homes certified as 

meeting the most recent standards of HUDôs Mobile Home Construction and Safety 

Standards codes. 

 

CLASS C MOBILE HOME - mobile home built within 10 years of application year and 

shall include new or used mobile homes certified as meeting the most recent or prior HUD 

standard construction and safety codes and found, upon City inspection, to be in good 

condition, meeting minimum City housing codes, and safe and fit for residential 

occupancy. 

 

For flood plain management purposes, the term "manufactured home" also includes park 

trailers, travel trailers, and other similar vehicles placed on a site for greater than 180 

consecutive days.  For insurance purposes the term ñmanufactured homeò does not include 

park trailers, travel trailers, and other similar vehicles. 

 

Manufactured Home Park or Mobile Home Subdivision ï A parcel (or contiguous parcels) of 

land divided into two (2) or more manufactured home lots for rent or sale. Manufactured home 

park or subdivision for which the construction of facilities for servicing the lots on which the 

manufactured homes are to be affixed (including at a minimum, the installation of utilities, 

the construction of streets, and either final site grading or the pouring of concrete pads). 

Considered Existing if completed before the effective date of the floodplain management 

regulations adopted by a community. The preparation of additional sites within an existing 

manufactured home park or mobile home subdivision (and which is not permitted within a 

designated flood zone in the City limits) is referred to as and Expansion. 

 

Manufactured Modular Building ï A structure transportable in one or more sections, which is 

designed for use only with a permanent foundation and which uses standard sheathing, 

roofing, siding, electrical, plumbing, and heating systems which comply with the City's 

adopted building codes. 

 

Master Plan or Comprehensive Plan ï A comprehensive long-range plan or combination of 

plans intended to guide the growth and development of a community or region and one that 
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includes analysis, recommendations, and proposals for the communityôs population, 

economy, housing, transportation, community facilities, and land use. 

 

Mean Sea Level ï For purposes of the National Flood Insurance Program, the North American 

Vertical Datum (NAVD) of 1988 or other datum, to which base flood elevations shown on a 

community's Flood Insurance Rate Map are referenced.  

  

Minor Subdivision ï Any subdivision or realignment of lot boundary lines or redesignation of 

lot numbers, involving two (2) acres or less and/or not more than seven (7) lots fronting on an 

existing street and not involving the creation of any new street or the extension of municipal 

facilities, or the creation of any public improvements, and which otherwise meets all the 

requirements of the subdivision regulations, the Master Plan, UDC and zoning ordinances.  

 

Model Home ï A dwelling unit used initially for display and office purposes, which typifies 

the type of units that will be constructed in the subdivision, and which is not used for full-time 

residential occupancy.  

 

Multi -Family Dwelling or Multiple Dwelling ï Refers to a dwelling in which there is more 

than two living units and more than two family.  A Multi -Family house or apartment house is 

a house that has been subdivided into more than two living units and a multi-family apartment 

is an apartment building with more than two living units.  An apartment hotel therefore, is a 

multi-family apartment complex but not a multi-family house. 

 

Natural Drain or Outlet ï Any surface water outlet which flows into a natural watercourse, 

pond, ditch, lake, or other body of surface water.  

 

New Construction ï For flood plain management purposes, structures for which the "start of 

construction" commenced on or after the effective date of a flood plain management 

regulation adopted by a community and includes any subsequent improvements to such 

structures.  

 

Non-conforming Use or Building ï A use of a structure or the structure itself that is lawfully 

occupied or situated at the time this Ordinance became law but does not conform to the 

regulations of the district in which it is situated. 

 

Nuisance ï Causing harm, injury, danger or annoyance.  

 

Occupancy Permit ï An approved Building Certificate of Occupancy. 

 

Office ï A room or group of rooms used for conducting the day-to-day affairs of a business, 

profession, service, industry or government.   

 

Office Building ï A building designed for or used as the offices of professional, commercial, 

industrial, religious, public or semi-public persons or organizations.   

 

Open Space Foundation ï Columns, piers and piles support raised buildings and allow 

floodwaters to pass underneath the structure. Open foundations are typically less vulnerable 

to flood damage than closed foundations.  
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Parking Lot ï A paved and/or approved designated area which is used for the temporary 

parking of motor vehicles but is not a required off-street parking facility.   

 

Parking Space ï One automobile parking space shall be an area of not less than nine (9) feet 

by twenty (20) feet, and the access to the parking space from a public street or alley shall be 

provided in addition to the space necessary for the parking.  An area on a lot sufficient in size 

to place one automobile and used for that purpose.  Must be an impervious, hard surfaced area 

of not less than 180 square feet (9' x 20'), unless specified otherwise herein. 

 

Parking Space, Off Street ï A temporary storage area for a motor vehicle that is directly 

accessible to an access aisle, and which is not located on a dedicated street right-of-way. 

 

Permitted Use ï Any use allowed in a zoning district and subject to the restrictions applicable 

to that zoning district. 

 

Person ï A corporation, company, association, society, firm, partnership, or joint stock 

company, as well as an individual, a state, and all political subdivisions of a state or any 

agency or instrumentality thereof, as defined by the Louisiana Civil Code. 

 

Philanthropic Use ï A non-profit establishment for the benefit of humanity and for public use. 

 

Planned District or PUD ï A Planned District is a form of development usually characterized 

by a unified site designated by a mixing of different types of dwellings and uses.  It permits 

the planning of a project and the calculation of densities over the entire development rather 

than on a lot by lot basis.  PUDs are not illegal in this ordinance but will be reviewed on a 

case by case basis by the Planning and Zoning Commission and will contain not less than 10 

acres.  They are not meant to circumvent City development codes but rather to provide mixed 

uses and common open space arrangements. Generally, cluster development or zero lot line 

housing will be a part of the PUD plan as approved by the City.   

 

Planning Commission or ñCommissionò ï The Planning Commission of the City of Walker, 

which also acts as the Zoning Commission and the Board of Adjustments. Also referred to as 

Planning and Zoning Commission.  

 

Plat or Subdivision Plat ï (1) A map representing a tract of land, showing the boundaries and 

location of individual properties and streets; (2) A map of a subdivision. 

 

 Major Subdivision Plat ï A subdivision plat, involving modifications, other than minor 

 modifications, to an existing parcel of land that shall be reviewed by the Planning 

 Commission. 

 

 Minor Subdivision Plat ï A subdivision plat, involving only a minor modification of an 

 existing parcel of land, that can be approved administratively by the Building Official 

 without a public hearing.  

 

  Minor Modification ï The realignment or shifts of a lot boundary, including removal, 
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  addition, alignment or shifting of interior lot boundary lines, or the redesignation of 

   lot numbers provided the application for subdivision meets the following   

  requirements: 

a) the plat does not create a new street or other public improvement; 

b) the plat does not involve more than 2 acres of land or more than 7 lots of record; 

c) the plat does not reduce a lot size below the minimum area or frontage 

requirements established by City ordinance; and 

d) the plat otherwise meets all the requirements of the subdivision regulations and 

zoning ordinances. 

 

Pornographic Material ï (See Definition ñAdult Material.ò) 

 

Pornographic Uses ï (See Definition ñAdult Uses.ò) 

 

Portable Building ï A transportable accessory building other than a mobile building with or 

without a permanent foundation.  Must be inspected by the City before moved or placed in 

operation and not used for occupancy. 

 

Preliminary Plat ï A dimensioned sketch, to scale, of the general location and layout of the 

proposed development, prepared by a registered Professional Land Surveyor.  

 

Premises ï Land together with any buildings or structures occupying it. 

 

Private Sewerage Disposal ï A privately owned sewerage disposal system such as septic tanks 

and cesspools or mechanical treatment systems which shall not discharge its effluent into the 

public sewer and/or drainage system.  

 

Public Sewer ï A sewer in which all owners of abutting properties have equal rights, and 

which is controlled by public authority.  

 

Recreational Vehicle ï A vehicle which is: built on a single chassis; 600 square feet or less 

when measured at the largest horizontal projections; designed to be self-propelled or 

permanently towable by a light duty truck; and designed primarily not for use as a permanent 

dwelling but as temporary living quarters for recreational, camping, travel, or seasonal use. 

Often referred to as a ñmotor homeò.  

 

Residential Collector Street ï A street which moves neighborhood traffic to other 

neighborhoods and to major arterial streets.  

 

Registered Professional Civil Engineer ï A civil engineer legally licensed to provide 

engineering services in the State of Louisiana.  

 

Registered Professional Land Surveyor ï A land surveyor legally licensed to provide land 

surveying services in the State of Louisiana.  

 

Residential Minor Street ï A street which is limited to cul-de-sacs and short loop streets 

serving fewer than thirty residents.  
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Restaurant ï For the purposes of the Zoning Ordinance, the term "Restaurant" or any term 

which uses the word "Restaurant" shall be defined as an establishment: 

 

a. Which operates a place of business purposes primarily to prepared food and food items 

for consumption and to serve meals and meal items to the general public. 

b. Must serve food on all days of operation. 

c. Must file a copy of the applicant's menu together with the application, both new and 

renewal. 

d. Must furnish an affidavit from the local health department showing compliance with 

all applicable health and sanitary requirements with new application. 

e. Must gross sixty (60%) percent of their monthly revenue from the sale of food, food 

items and non-alcoholic beverages. 

f. Must maintain separate sales figures for alcoholic beverages. 

g. Must operate a bona fide restaurant by having a fully equipped kitchen facility and 

dining room manned and operated at all times that alcoholic beverages are sold. 

h. Must maintain a written record of the name, address and telephone number of all 

vendors and suppliers of food, food items and non-alcoholic beverages and alcoholic 

beverages, and maintains, for a minimum period of twelve (12) consecutive months 

previous to application for renewals, all records of purchase and delivery of food, food 

items and non-alcoholic beverages and alcoholic beverages to the permittee's place of 

business, including, without limitation, all billings, invoices, statements of accounts, 

delivery tickets and receipts of food, food items and non-alcoholic beverages.   

i. City approval of restaurants will not automatically include approval of separate 

bar/lounge areas within those restaurants.  The Building Department will determine 

where bars and lounges are allowed in accordance with the applicable zoning 

classification. 

j. For new businesses without prior business experience on which to base a 

determination of percentage of food, food item and non-alcoholic beverage sales 

where a temporary alcoholic beverage permit has been issued by the tax collector for 

sixty (60) days after which time evidence of all purchases and sales, as may be deemed 

necessary by the tax collector, can be required to make the alcoholic beverage permit 

permanent. 

 

Residential Principal Street ï A street which moves traffic within a subdivision.  

 

Retail trade ï Establishments engaged in selling goods or merchandise to the general public 

for personal or household consumption and rendering services incidental to the sale of such 

goods. 

 

Review Engineer ï The Louisiana Registered Professional Civil Engineer designated by the 

City to review technical documents, such as drainage studies and drainage plans for 

subdivision work and advise the Planning and Zoning Commission.  

  

Right-of-Way ï A strip of land occupied or intended to be occupied by a street railroad, 

electric line, water main, sanitary sewer or any other special use.  Right-of-ways are dedicated 

for particular uses by property owners, who then lose their title to the dedicated property.   
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Riverine ï relating to, formed by, or resembling a river (including tributaries), stream, brook, 

etc. 

 

Rooming House or Guest House ï Any building or portion thereof which contains guest rooms 

which are designed or intended to be let or hired out for occupancy and which contains living 

units rather than only bedrooms, as in hotels and motels.   

 

Sanitary Sewer ï All sewers which carry sanitary sewerage and to which storm, surface, and 

ground waters are not intentionally admitted.  

 

Sanitary Sewer Force Main ï A pipe or conduit tor carrying sewerage under pressure and/or 

vacuum.  

 

Sanitary Sewer Gravity Main ï A pipe or conduit for carrying sewerage under normal 

atmospheric pressure.  

 

Sewerage ï Combination of the water-carried wastes from residences, commercial buildings, 

institutions, and industrial establishments. 

 

Sewer Treatment Plant ï Any arrangements of devices and structures used for treating sewage 

intended to discharge its treated sewage into a watercourse.  

 

Sewer Line ï A pipe or conduit for carrying sewage.  

 

Sewerage Works ï All facilities or combination of facilities fin collecting, pumping, treating 

and disposing of sanitary sewage.  

 

School, General Education ï Any school licensed by the State and which meets the State 

requirements for elementary education and/or secondary education, whether such school is 

public or private. Not including trade schools and hobby schools. 

 

Service Station ï A building or structure and accessories used for dispensing of fuel and oil 

for vehicles and in connection with is performed general automotive servicing as distinguished 

from automobile repairs.   

 

Setback ï The minimum distance away from a property line that a building may be placed or 

constructed (see building line definition).   

 

Shopping Center ï A group of establishments planned, constructed and managed as a total 

entity with customer and employee parking provided on-site, provision for goods delivery 

separated from customer access. 

 

Shrub ï A woody perennial plant differing from a perennial herb by its persistent and wood 

stems, and from a tree by its low stature (generally obtaining a height less than eight (8) feet 

and its habit of branching from the base. 

 

Sign ï Any surface, fabric, device, or display which bears lettered, pictorial, or sculptured 

matter, including forms shaped to resemble any human, animal, or product, designed to 



City of Walker, Louisiana È  Unified Development Code                                              Page  33 

 

convey information visually and which is exposed to public view.  For the purposes of this 

Ordinance, the term ñsignò shall include all structural members. A sign shall be construed to 

be a display surface or device containing organized and related elements composed to form a 

single unit.  In cases where matter is displayed in a random or unconnected manner without 

organized relationship components, each such component shall be considered to be a single 

sign.  Any outdoor advertising or notification of information that is a structure in itself or that 

is attached to or painted upon a building or that is leaned against a structure or displaced on a 

premise.  Also see additional sign definitions, as listed below: 

 

Abandoned Sign ï A sign which is dilapidated beyond repair or one in which the business 

or event identified by the sign is no longer operating and is not being maintained. 

 

Banner Sign ï Any sign intended to be hung either with or without frames, possessing 

characters, letters, illustrations, or ornamentation applied to paper, plastic, or fabric of any 

kind.   National flags, flags of political subdivisions, and symbolic flags of any institution 

shall not be considered banners for the purpose of this Chapter 3: Definitions. 

 

Bench Signs ï A sign located on any part of the surface of a bench or seat placed on or 

adjacent to a public right-of-way. 

 

Billboards ï Any structure or portion thereof upon which are outdoor advertising signs 

which advertise, promote, or disseminate information not related to the goods, products or 

services compromising a primary use on the premises on which the sign is located, being 

either of the following: (Sign may or may not be illuminated.) 

 

(a) Poster panels or bulletins normally mounted on a building wall or free-standing 

structure with advertising copy in the form of pasted paper; or 

(b) Multi -prism signs ï same as above, and alternately advertising messages on 

one display area; or 

(c) Printed or painted bulletins, where the advertiserôs message is painted directly 
on the background of a mounted or free-standing display area. 

 

Construction Sign ï Any sign giving the name or names of principal contractors, 

architects, owners, and/or lending institutions responsible for construction on the site 

where the sign is placed together with other information included thereon. 

 

Directory Sign ï A sign on which the names and locations of occupants or the use of 

building is given. This shall include office buildings and church directories. 

 

Directional Signs ï Small signs not exceeding three (3) square feet in size which indicate 

to the public an entrance or exit location. 

 

Erect (a sign) ï To build, construct, attach, hang, place, suspend, install, or affix and shall 

also include painting of wall signs. 

 

Illuminated Sign ï Any sign illuminated in any manner by an artificial light source. 
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Marquee Sign ï Any sign attached to and made part of a marquee.  A marquee is defined 

as a permanent roof-like structure projecting beyond a building wall at an entrance to a 

building or extending along and projecting beyond the buildingôs wall and generally 

designed and constructed to provide protection against the weather. 

 

Mobile or Portable Sign ï A sign, such as an A-frame which is moveable by a person 

without aid of a motor vehicle or other mechanical equipment.  May include temporary 

wood signs placed outdoors and moved on a lot and may include a vehicle mounted sign. 

 

Monument Sign ï A freestanding sign, (a) the sign area of which is constructed or 

connected directly on or to a sign support consisting of a concrete slab base or foundation 

of similar type construction; or (b) which is of a monolithic construction in which the 

signôs base or support is of uniform composition with the material comprising the sign 

area of said sign and the base or support of said sign is directly affixed in or to the ground.  

Provided, however, that no sign base, foundation or support of which consists in whole or 

in part of above-grounds poles, piers, piling or similar types of supports exceeding 18ò in 

height measured above the ground shall constitute a monument sign. 

 

Multiple-Use Identification Sign ï A sign stating the name of the group or development 

and the major team elements. 

 

Non-conforming Sign ï Any sign which does not conform to the regulations of this 

Ordinance. 

 

Off-Premise Outdoor Advertising ï Any outdoor sign, display, figure, painting, drawing, 

message, plaque, poster, billboard, or any other thing which is designed, intended, or used 

to advertise or inform, any part of which advertising or information content is visible from 

any place on the main travel way of the interstate system or any thoroughfare in the City.  

The term ñoff-premise outdoor advertising,ò however, does not include signs advertising 

or identifying on-premise activities, and such on-premise advertising or identifying 

structures shall not be considered ñoutdoor advertisingò structures for any purpose of this 

Ordinance.  May include bench signs and vehicle signs. 

 

On-Premise Sign ï Any sign that disseminates information that directly relates to the use 

of the property on which it is located and is not a separate and distinct use. 

 

Pole Sign ï Any sign which is supported by structure(s) in or upon the ground and 

independence of support from any building, guy wire, fence, vehicle, or object.  (Also 

referred to as ñfree-standingò or ñpylonò sign.) 

 

Political Sign ï Signs used to promote a particular candidate, political position or activity 

to the general public. 

 

Projecting Sign ï Any sign other than a wall sign affixed to any building or wall whose 

leading edge extends beyond such building or wall. 

 

Real Estate Sign ï Any sign which is used to offer for sale, lease, or rent the property upon 

which the sign is placed. 
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Roof Sign ï The juncture of the roof and the perimeter wall of the structure. 

 

Sign Face ï The part of a sign, including any border and trim, facing traffic moving in one 

direction, and built on one structure.  For the purpose of this Ordinance, a sign face may 

include not more than one (1) panel to a face. 

 

Sign Height ï The height of a sign shall be defined as the vertical distance from the 

adjacent street grade or upper surface of the street curb to the highest point of either the 

sign or sign structure.  Elevated roadways shall not be used to measure height. 

 

Sign Owner ï The person receiving the benefit from the sign and/or the property owner. 

 

Skid-Mounted Sign ï (Also same as portable sign, trailer sign.)  A skid mounted (or trailer 

mounted sign, with or without wheels, for use with or without changeable lettering.  

Includes A-frame signs. 

 

Snipe Signs ï A sign, other than a real estate sign, garage sale sign or political sign 

displayed in conformity with the provisions of this Ordinance, which is tacked, nailed, 

posted, pasted, glued, or otherwise attached to trees, poles, stakes, fences, or to any other 

like object. 

 

Street Banner ï Any banner sign which is stretched across and hung over a public right-

of-way. 

 

Temporary Sign ï A sign which disseminates information but is approved by the Building 

Official for a 14-day period only, after which the sign must be removed. 

 

Trailer/Vehicle Sign ï Any sign mounted on a vehicle or a trailer and used as advertising 

or for promotional purposes. This sign is portable and may be approved for temporary use 

only. 

 

Wall Sign ï Any sign painted on or attached to and erected parallel to the face of, or 

erected and confined within the limits of, the outside wall or building and which displays 

only one advertising surface. 

 

Window Sign ï Any sign placed inside or upon a window facing the outside and which is 

intended to be seen from the exterior. 

 

Snowball Stand ï A building or establishment that serves crushed or shaved ice flavored with 

a syrup.  Snowball stands established as accessory uses in residential areas shall have no 

customer seating and shall be no more than two hundred (200) square feet in area.  City 

occupational license and building permit must be obtained.  Commercial areas must meet all 

health and zoning rules.  Must receive Parish Health Department approval.   

 

Spot Zoning ï Rezoning of a lot or parcel of land to benefit an owner for a use incompatible 

with surrounding uses and not for the purpose or effect or furthering the comprehensive zoning 

plan.  Spot zoning is discouraged in Walker. 
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Start of Construction for Floodplain Section of UDC ï (For other than new construction or 

substantial improvements under the Coastal Barrier Resources Act (Pub. L. 97-348)), includes 

substantial improvement and means the date the building permit was issued, provided the 

actual start of construction, repair, reconstruction, placement, or other improvement was 

within one hundred eighty (180) days of permit date. The actual start means either the first 

placement of permanent construction of a structure on a site, such as the pouring of slab or 

footings, the installation of piles, the construction of columns, or any work beyond the stage 

of excavation; or the placement of a manufactured home on a foundation. Permanent 

construction does not include land preparation, such as clearing, grading and filling; nor does 

it include the installation of streets and/or walkways; nor does it include excavation for 

basement, footings, piers or foundations or the erection of temporary forms; nor does it include 

the installation on the property of accessory buildings, such as garages or sheds not occupied 

as dwelling units or not part of the main structure.  

 

Street ï A street is a right-of-way designed for vehicular and pedestrian traffic regardless of 

its designation by name, such as street, thoroughfare, avenue, boulevard, lane, place or the 

like. Classifications of streets include alley, express or parkway, major arterial street, 

collectors - commercial and industrial, residential collector streets, residential principal 

streets, residential minor streets, and cul-de-sac. Property dedicated for and accepted for 

primary public access to lots.  Includes the roadway and its right-of-way. 

 

Structure ï A walled and roofed (full or part) building, including a gas or liquid storage tank 

that is principally above ground, as well as a manufactured home.  

 

Structural Alteration ï Any change in the supporting members of a building, such as bearing 

walls or bearing partitions, columns, beams, or girders, or any complete rebuilding of the roof 

or the exterior walls. 

 

Subdivision ï a subdivision of land is (1) the division of land into two or more tracts, sites or 

parcels of three acres or less in area, or (2) resubdivison of land previously divided or platted 

into lots, sites, or parcels.  All subdivisions not classified as minor subdivision, including but 

not limited to subdivisions of 8 or more lots, more than 2 acres, or any size subdivision 

requiring any new street, or extension of the local governmental facilities, or the creation of 

any public improvements, shall be considered a major subdivision. 

 

Major Subdivision ï Any subdivision or realignment of lot boundary lines or re-

designation of lot numbers, involving eight or more lots fronting on an existing street, the 

creation of any number of lots where new public or private streets are created, a private 

drive or private street provides access to more than three lots, water or wastewater lines 

are extended, drainage improvements through one or more lots must be installed, or a 

waiver of any Development Code standard is desired, and which meets all the 

requirements of the subdivision regulations, UDC and zoning ordinances 

 

Minor Subdivision ï Any subdivision or realignment of lot boundary lines or re-

designation of lot numbers, involving not more than two (2) acres or seven (7) lots fronting 

on an existing street and not involving the creation of any new street or the extension of 



City of Walker, Louisiana È  Unified Development Code                                              Page  37 

 

municipal facilities, or the creation of any public improvements, and which otherwise 

meets all the requirements of the subdivision regulations, UDC and zoning ordinances.  

  

Substantial Damage ï Damage of any origin sustained by a structure whereby the cost of 

restoring the structure to its before damaged condition would equal or exceed fifty (50) percent 

of the market value of the structure before the damage occurred. 

 

Substantial Improvement ï Any reconstruction, rehabilitation, addition, or other improvement 

of a structure, the cost of which equals or exceeds fifty (50) percent of the market value of the 

structure before ñstart of constructionò of the improvement. This term included structures 

which have incurred ñsubstantial damage,ò regardless of the actual repair work performed. 

For the purpose of this definition "substantial improvement" is considered to occur when the 

first alteration of any wall, ceiling, floor, or other structural part of the building commences, 

whether or not that alteration affects the external dimensions of the structure. The term does 

not, however, include either: (1) Any project for improvement of a structure to correct existing 

violations of state or local health, sanitary, or safety code specifications which have been 

identified by the local code enforcement official and which are the minimum necessary to 

assure safe living conditions; or (2) Any alteration of a ñhistoric structure,ò provided that the 

alteration will not preclude the structureôs continued designation as a ñhistoric structure.ò 

 

Sweet Shop ï A building or establishment in which prepared and pre-packaged snacks are 

sold to customers for consumption off the premises.  No food or drinks may be prepared for 

sale on the premises.  Sweet shops established as accessory uses in residential areas shall have 

no customers eating and shall be no more than two hundred (200) square feet in area.  City 

occupational license and building permit must be obtained.   

 

Temporary Structure ï A structure without any foundation or footings and which is removed 

when the designated time period, activity, or use for which the temporary structure was erected 

has ceased.  Temporary buildings are not allowed in Walker, except where approved as a 

variance, residential mobile home, storage shed, or construction site building. 

 

Temporary Use ï A use established for a fixed period of time with the intent to discontinue 

such use upon the expiration of the time period. 

 

Townhouse ï A single-family attached dwelling forming part of a series of at least 3 such 

units in which each unit has its own property lines, its own front and rear access, no unit is 

located over another unit, and each unit is separated from any other unit by the required fire 

walls. 

 

Townhouse Condominium ï Single family attached dwellings for sale by individual units, 

providing common open spaces in lieu of individual family yards.   

 

Trailer ï Any vehicle, covered or uncovered, used for living, sleeping, business or storage 

purposes, having no foundation other than wheels, blocks, skids, jacks, horses, or skirting or 

which is, has been, or reasonably may be equipped with wheels or other devices for 

transporting the vehicle from place to place, whether by motor power or other means.  A 

vehicle equipped for use as a temporary dwelling or office and designed to be hauled along a 
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highway.  Trailers less than 65 feet in length and recreational vehicles, as distinguished from 

mobile homes or house trailers, are not allowed for occupancy in the City of Walker.  

 

Trees, Class ñAò ï Any self-supporting woody plant of a species which normally grows to an 

overall height of at least fifty (50) feet, with either one main stem or trunk and many branches, 

or several stems or trunk.   

 

Trees, Class ñBò ï Any self-supporting woody plant of a species which normally grows to an 

overall height of at least twenty-five (25) feet, with either one main stem or trunk and many 

branches, or several stems or trunk.  

 

Variance ï A device which grants a property owner relief from certain provisions of a zoning 

ordinance when, because of the particular physical surroundings, shape or condition of the 

property, compliance would result in an undue hardship upon the owner, as distinguished from 

a mere inconvenience or a desire to earn more money. A variance shall not be used to 

specifically grant, or limit uses of property. Permission to depart from the literal requirements 

of a zoning ordinance. 

 

 Major Variance ï A variance for a major subdivision, as previously defined. To be handled 

 by the Board of Adjustments (Zoning Commission). 

 

 Minor Variance ï A variance for a minor subdivision, as previously defined. To be 

 handled by the Building Official.  

 

Variance, Flood Plain ï A grant of relief to a person from the requirements of this ordinance 

when specific enforcement would result in unnecessary hardship a variance, therefore, permits 

construction or development in a manner otherwise prohibited by this ordinance. (For full 

requirements see Section 60.6 of the National Flood Insurance Program regulations.)  

 

Water Surface Elevation ï The height, in relation to the North American Vertical Datum 

(NAVD) of 1988 (or other datum, where specified), of floods or various magnitudes and 

frequencies in the flood plains of coastal or riverine areas. 

 

Watercourse ï A channel in which a flow of surface water occurs, either continuously or 

intermittently. 

 

Wetland ï An area that is inundated or saturated by surface or groundwater at a frequency and 

during sufficient to support, and that under normal circumstances does support, a prevalence 

of vegetation typically adapted for life in saturated soil conditions. Wetlands generally include 

swamps, marshes, bogs and similar areas. 

 

Yard ï an open space at existing ground level between a building and the adjoining lot lines. 

 A required open space unoccupied and unobstructed by any structure or portion of a structure 

from 6" and above the general ground level of the graded lot upward, provided, however, that 

fences and walls may be permitted in any yard subject to the height limitations as indicated 

herein.  (See also Front, Rear and Side Yard definitions.) 
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Yard, Front ï An open space extending across the front of the lot between the side lot lines 

and being the required minimum horizontal distance between the streetôs edge and the nearest 

part of the principle building, including covered or uncovered porches, but not steps and 

cornices.  In the case of a double frontage lot or through lot, the front yard shall be on both 

streets.  Addressing based upon front of building. 

 

Yard, Rear ï A required open space extending across the rear of a lot between the side lot 

lines and being the required minimum horizontal distance between the rear lot line and the 

nearest part of the principle building, including covered porches or raised decks exceeding 

three (3) feet in height from grade, but excluding any area located within the street side yard 

of a corner lot.  On both corner lots and interior lots, the rear yard shall in all cases be at the 

opposite end of the lot from the front yard. 

 

Yard, Side ï A yard between the building and the side line of the lot and being the minimum 

distance between a side lot line and the side of the building or any projections other than steps 

and cornices.  Required yard extending the depth of a lot from the front yard to the rear yard 

between the side lot line and a building.  On both corner lots and interior lots, the side yards 

shall in all cases be at the opposite ends from one another. 

 

Year ï The word ñyearò shall mean a calendar year. 

 

Zero lot line ï The location of a building on a lot in such a manner that one or more of the 

buildingôs sides rest directly on a lot line.  May include common walls. 

 

Zone ï A specifically delineated area or district in a municipality within which regulations 

and requirements uniformly govern the use, placement, spacing, and size of land and 

buildings. 

 

Zoning Map ï The official map or maps, which are part of the City zoning ordinance, and 

delineate the boundaries of zoning districts. 
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CHAPTER 4:   ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES, PERMITTING  

       COORDINATION ; CREATION OF THE ZONING AND PLANNING  

       COMMISSION S, THE BOARD OF ADJUSTMENTS, AND THE  

       SITE PLAN /PLAT  REVIEW COMMITTEE   

 

SECTION 4.1   ROLE OF THE BUILDING OFFICIAL  

 

The Building Official of the City of Walker shall be the chief City official responsible for the 

administration and enforcement of this ordinance. This includes verifying that appropriate 

Fire Marshall approvals take place, wetland and floodplain regulations are being followed, 

and appropriate UDC and other regulations of the City are followed before the Building 

Official allows a project to continue or a building to be occupied. When additional assistance 

is needed, he/she will request the assistance of the appropriate City official or the Walker 

Police Department. The Building Official shall be responsible for assuring that all zoning, 

subdivision, signage, flood zone, and parking regulations are complied with and interpreting 

the location of any structure or property in relation to its zoning district.  If the Building 

Official finds that any provision of this ordinance is being violated he/she shall notify in 

writing (by certified mail), or personal delivery, the persons responsible for such violations, 

indicating the nature of the violation and ordering the action necessary to correct it, and stating 

any fines applicable.  In addition, the issuance of further building permits of any type, or of 

new water or sewer services, may be withheld from the person in violation until corrective 

action is made.  (See herein Chapter 13:  Enforcement, Penalties, Disclaimer, Separation 

Clause.) 

 

SECTION 4.2   CREATION OF THE BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT S 

 

The City of Walker Board of Adjustments has been established by the Mayor. The Zoning 

Commission, including their elected off icers, shall serve as the Board of Adjustment until 

such time as this Ordinance is changed by the City Council.   The role of the Board of 

Adjustments shall be to hear appeals and variances on matters of interpretation of the UDC 

ordinance that have first been presented to the Building Official.  Any business or citizen may 

appeal a decision by the Building Official to the Board of Adjustments.  The Building Official 

may also request interpretation and/or clarification of any regulation or district boundary in 

this UDC by presenting the issue to the Board of Adjustments.  Any decision on a variance 

by the Board of Adjustments shall be considered a final City decision. Appeals from the Board 

of Adjustments decision will rest with the City Council as a resolution (not an ordinance). 

Appeals from the City Council decision would go to the local courts as provided by law. 

 

The membership of the Board of Adjustments (the Board), the terms of office, and the rights 

and duties of the Board shall be as provided in Title 33, Section 4727 of the Revised Statutes 

of Louisiana.  The Board shall consist of 7 members who shall be recommended by the Mayor 

and approved by the Walker City Council and who shall be legal residents, owners of real 

property, and qualified voters in the City of Walker.  The membership of the Board shall serve 

respectively, one for one year, one for two years, two for three years, two for four years, and 

one for five years.  Thereafter members shall be appointed for terms of five years each.  All 

members are subject to removal for just cause (including consistent lack of attending 

meetings) by the Mayor.  Vacancies shall be filled for the unexpired term of any member 

whose term becomes vacant.  No Board of Adjustments member is to be paid.  The Board 
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shall elect its own chairman and vice-chairman who shall serve for one year at a time and may 

be re-elected by the Board to an additional one-year term.  The term of the chairperson shall 

begin January 1st of each year. 

 

A Vice-Chairman will also be elected by the Board to serve in the absence of the Chairman. 

The Zoning Commission shall be responsible for the duties and functions of the Board of 

Adjustments until such time as a separate Board is appointment by the Mayor. 

 

SECTION 4.3   FUNCTIONS OF THE BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT    

 

A. A Board of Adjustment is hereby established. The membership of the Board of Adjustment 

(the ñBoardò), the terms of office, and the rights and duties of the Board shall be as 

provided in Title 33, Section 4727 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes.  Pending 

appointment of different Board of Adjustment members (if desired by the City), the 

Walker Zoning Commission shall serve as the Board of Adjustment. 

 

B. The Board shall adopt rules in accordance with the provisions of this chapter.  Meetings 

of the Board of Adjustment shall be held, at the call of the Chairperson, and at such other 

times as the Board may determine.  Such Chairman, or, in his/her absence, the acting 

Chairperson, may administer oaths and compel the attendance of witnesses. All meetings 

of the Board shall be open to the public. The Board shall keep minutes of its proceedings, 

showing the vote of each member upon each question. 

 

C. Appeals to the Board of Adjustment may be requested by any person aggrieved, or by any 

representative of the City affected by any decision of the Building Official. Such appeal 

shall be taken as provided in Title 33, Section 4727 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes.  

The Board of Adjustment shall fix a reasonable time for the hearing of the appeal, give 

public notice, thereof, as well as due notice to the parties in interest, and decide the same 

within a reasonable time. Upon the hearing, any party may appear in person, by agent or 

by attorney.  Appeals from the Board may be made to the City Council of Walker. 

 

SECTION 4.4   POWERS OF THE BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT  

 

The powers of the Board of Adjustment shall include: 

 

A. To interpret requests for variances from the UDC standards and regulations: 

 

1. To hear and decide appeals where it is alleged there is an error in any order, 

requirement, decision, or determination made by the Building Official or in the 

enforcement of this Ordinance. 

 

2. To permit the extension of a zoning district where the boundary line of a district 

divides a lot or separate tract with an area of less than one acre, held in single 

ownership as of June 3, 1975. 

 

3. To interpret the provisions of this Ordinance in such a way as to carry out the intent 

and purpose of the plan, as shown upon the map fixing the several districts 

accompanying and made a part of this chapter where the street layout on the ground 
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varies from the street layout as shown as the Official Zoning District Map.  This may 

include temporary or seasonal uses of property (i.e., Christmas tree sales, firework 

sales) for which variances would be required. 

 

B. To permit the following two (2) variances, where applicable: 

 

1. Vary the yard regulations where there is an exceptional or unusual physical condition 

of a lot, which condition is not generally prevalent in the neighborhood and which 

condition, when related to the yard regulations of this chapter, would prevent a 

reasonable or sensible arrangement of buildings on the lot. 

 

2. Extensions and enlargements to existing buildings being utilized for nonconforming 

uses. 

 

C. The Board shall not be authorized to grant variances in the use of land or to take any other 

action, the result of which would constitute a change in the zoning district boundaries, or 

to avoid the need for a rezoning. The Board shall always act with due consideration to 

promoting the public health, safety, convenience, and welfare, encouraging the most 

appropriate use of land and conserving property value, shall permit no building or use 

detrimental to a neighborhood, and may prescribe appropriate conditions and safeguards 

in each case.  Such appropriate conditions and safeguards may include, among other 

things, provisions for the screening of parking areas or nuisances by walls, fences and 

landscaping, subdivision variances, sign variances, etc.    

 

SECTION 4.5   RULES OF PROCEDURE 

 

A. The Board shall adopt its own rules of procedure not in conflict with any State Act or City 

Ordinance.  Meetings of the Board shall be held at the call of the Board Chairman and 

shall be publicly announced and open to the public.  Each meeting agenda shall be sent to 

an official journal for publication at least 24 hours before such meeting takes place and 

shall be posted in clear public view at City Hall.  Minutes of the meeting shall be kept.  

The concurring vote of four members of the Board shall be necessary to reverse any order, 

requirement, or decision of the Building Official.  A majority of the members present may 

decide upon other matters upon which it is required to decide, or to approve any variance 

of such ordinance.  A simple majority of the Board must be present to constitute a quorum. 

 

SECTION 4.6   APPEALS TO THE BOARD 

 

A. Appeals or variances to the Board of Adjustments shall be stated in writing on a form 

designated by the Building Official and submitted at least seven (7) days prior to the Board 

meeting.  The appeal shall include the name(s) and address(es) of the affected parties, 

proof of property ownership or lease, and the nature of the appeal.  The Building Official 

shall be notified of any appeal and shall attend the Board meeting at which the appeal is 

scheduled.  The appeal may be decided by the Board at that same meeting or within a 30-

day time period following the meeting.  There shall be only one appeal on the same matter 

to the Board. 
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SECTION 4.7   ADDITIONAL CONSIDERATIONS FOR REVIEWING  

       VARIANCES  

 

The Board of Adjustments may review variances to this ordinance when it is found that: 

 

¶ Strict application of the Unified Development Code (UDC) or zoning district 

regulations would cause an unreasonable hardship to the property owner/owner, 

unless the hardship was actually created by the applicant.   

 

¶ There are special circumstances or conditions (which can be proven) applying to 

the land or building for which the variance is sought, which circumstances or 

conditions are peculiar to such land or building and do not apply generally to land 

or buildings in the district, and that strict application of the provisions of this 

ordinance under these conditions would deprive the applicant of any reasonable 

use of such land or building.  

 

¶ Note that Variances may not be used as a substitute to rezone property in which a 

legal rezoning would be more appropriate. 

 

SECTION 4.8   FEES 

 

A non-refundable fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) shall be paid to the City of Walker for each 

appeal or variance filed before the Board of Adjustments, unless such fee is amended by a 

vote of the Walker City Council.   

 

SECTION 4.9   BUILDING PERMITS REQUIRED; CREATION OF A SITE    

       PLAN/PLAT  REVIEW COMMITTEE; LANDSCAPE PLAN  AND 

       DRAINAGE IMPACT STUDY  REQUIRED 

 

A. No building or renovation may be undertaken in the City of Walker without first applying 

for a building permit along with an accompanying site plan which indicates the location 

of the proposed improvements on the property.  Each application for a building permit 

shall be accompanied by a site plan, in duplicate, drawn to scale, showing the name of the 

person making the application, the actual dimensions of the lot to be built upon, the size, 

shape and location of the building to be erected, existing and proposed parking spaces or 

other vehicular use areas, access aisles, driveways and access ways.   Efforts should be 

made to preserve as many existing trees as possible on a site and to show their location on 

the plan (see Section 8.4 Landscape Requirements for additional information).  A record 

of permit applications, site plans, impact studies and landscape plans will be kept in the 

Office of the Building Official.  Where new businesses move into existing buildings and 

no site plans are required, occupancy permits will be required before the business opens. 

 

B. A flood determination must be received before a building permit is issued.  

 

C. For new commercial (including multi-family) projects, a landscape plan shall be submitted 

designating the name and location of the plant material to be installed or, if existing, to be 

used in accordance with the requirements herein (see Chapter 8 of this Ordinance).  No 
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permit shall be issued for such building, unless such plan complies with the provisions 

herein unless determined otherwise by the Building Official or Mayor.   

 

D. For new commercial and industrial (including multi-family) projects, a drainage impact 

study (DIS) shall be submitted in accordance with the requirements herein (see Chapter 

11 of this ordinance) The DIS shall be submitted for review after the approval of the 

preliminary site plan/preliminary plat stage has occurred, as outlined in Section 11.13.21 

 

E. The approved site plan, landscape plan, and/or drainage impact study shall constitute an 

agreement between the City and the Developer and shall become a legal instrument in 

enforcing the site and landscaping requirements.  Any disputes concerning final 

construction, site plan requirements and/or installation of landscaping material shall be 

resolved by referring to the City approved site plan/construction plans.    

 

F. The Building Official will be responsible for issuing permits and certifying that the plans 

and intended use of land, buildings, and structures are in conformity with this ordinance, 

as well as with the building code.  No building permits shall be issued until the Building 

Official, in his/her role as Zoning Compliance officer, has certified compliance with the 

projectôs zoning and other requirements in this ordinance.   

 

SECTION 4.10   CERTIFICATE OF ZONING COMPLIANCE AND OCCUPANCY  

         PERMITS 

 

A. The certification of zoning compliance issued by the Building Official may be part of the 

building permit application or may be issued as a separate form.  However, the Building 

Official must ensure that all persons seeking building permits for their structures must first 

receive certification that their structure is in compliance with this Ordinance.   

 

After compliance with the zoning, subdivision, and other sections of this ordinance have 

been certified, building permits issued, and final inspection approved by the City Building 

Official, a Certificate of Occupancy (CO) is required before occupancy of a structure.  This 

CO is applied for by the developer, business, or applicant and is reviewed, approved, and 

issued by the Building Official if appropriate.  No land or structure hereafter erected, 

moved, or altered in its use shall be used or occupied until the Certificate of Occupancy 

has been issued.  Where new businesses move into existing buildings, occupancy permits 

shall be required.  Before mobile homes or temporary structures are placed, inspections 

and occupancy permits shall first be obtained from the City.  A record of all Building 

Permits and Certificates of Occupancy shall be kept on file in the office of the Building 

Official.  

  

SECTION 4.11   LAND CLEARING NOTIFICATION REQUIRED*  

* (See also: Chapter 8:  Landscaping and Land Clearing Standards, Upgrade, Maintenance 

of this Ordinance.) 

 

A. A Land Clearing Notification, which may or may not be a part of the Building Permit 

application, shall be required of all parties engaged in land clearing when a tract of land is 

changed from an agriculture, open undeveloped, or forestry use to residential subdivision, 

commercial, multi-family or an industrial use, or cleared for sale of timber.  This does not 
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include the clearing of a single lot of record for a single-family house or a previously 

cleared and developed lot of record. 

 

1. Buffers ï When clearing property, the following buffer requirements are mandatory in 

Walker unless the land clearing plan is an approved part of a valid building permit, or 

site plan, which would show other buffers.  All buffers required shall be exclusive of 

all easements, servitude and/or rights-of-way within the property.  No clearing will 

take place within these buffers, unless approval is received in writing from the Board 

of Adjustments.  

 

À Waterways/Drainageways - Fifty (50) feet in width along both banks of natural 

stream beds, riverbanks and drainage canals. 

À Designated wetlands- Clearing requirements will be indicated in the Corps of 

Engineers 404 Permit approval, in addition to the City designated buffer 

requirement herein, and an approved fill material. 

À Adjacent residential property or residential zone - As approved by the Walker 

Building Official and zoning classification requirements. 

 

It shall be unlawful to place soil or other matter such that trees so maintained in the 

buffers become diseased, stressed or die as a result.  At the preliminary stage of a new 

subdivision approval, the Planning Commission may suggest or require alterations to 

the buffers indicated by this requirement. 

 

2. Pre and Post Inspection:  The Building Official, or designated other appropriate City 

official, may inspect the clearing site before, during, and after completion for 

compliance with the issued clearing permit, City regulations, and to inspect for any 

damage to public property. 

 

3. Failure to notify the City of Walker of land clearing activities shall constitute a 

violation of the requirements set forth in this section and doing so may be punishable 

by law. 

 

SECTION 4.12   CREATION OF THE ZONING AND THE PLANNING  

         COMMISSION S; APPOINTMENT AND REMOVAL OF  

         COMMISSION MEMBERS (APPOINTEES)  

  

The Planning and Zoning Commissions shall be composed of 5 to 7 members each appointed 

by the Mayor, with approval from the City Council, in accordance with Title 33 of the 

Louisiana Revised Statutes. In Walker, the Commission members are currently the same for 

Planning and for Zoning, referred to as The City of Walker Planning and Zoning Commission. 

The Planning Commission may be appointed as a separate review body from the Zoning 

Commission or the membership of each Commission may be the same, as per the needs of the 

City of Walker. However, the terms and requirements of the members appointed to these 

Commissions shall be in accordance with the La. State Revised Statutes Section 33 and shall 

be property owners and registered voters of the City of Walker. 
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Any member/appointee to the Planning and Zoning Commission shall not participate in 

discussion, and shall not vote, on agenda items in which they have a conflict of interest. Such 

members of the Commission(s) shall resign from the Commission(s) or be removed by the 

Mayor or City Council from the Commission(s) if it appears that there will be continued 

conflict of interest with agenda items.  In addition, the City Council or Mayor may request 

that a member-appointee resign from the Commission(s) if such member has poor attendance 

at Commission meetings. 

 

All members of the Planning and Zoning Commissions will serve without compensation.  A 

separate set of By-Laws for the Planning and Zoning Commissions have been adopted by the 

Commissions and are included in the Appendix section of this Ordinance. 

 

SECTION 4.13   APPROVAL OF AN AMENDMENT TO THE UDC OR THE 

         ZONING CODE  

 

A. The City Council of Walker may request an amendment to this Ordinance, or any section 

thereof, upon its own motion or upon recommendation from the Mayor, Board of 

Adjustments, or Zoning or Planning Commission.  Amendments shall not become 

effective except by the favorable vote of two-thirds of all the members of the Council 

present in a quorum.  Official public notice shall be advertised before any amendment to 

this Ordinance.  

 

B. No amendment or supplement to this UDC Ordinance or to the Official Zoning Map shall 

become effective until: 

 

1. The City Council has received a final report from the Planning and Zoning 

Commission on the merits of the amendment.  The City Council is the designated local 

body that may enact amendments to this Ordinance. Note that a rezoning is also 

considered an amendment to this ordinance. 

 

2. The Council has held a public hearing(s) upon the proposed amendment at which 

parties of interest shall have an opportunity to be heard.   

 

C. Notice of the proposed amendment and of the time and place of the hearing shall have 

been published once a week in three (3) different weeks in the official journal of the City; 

at least fifteen (15) days shall elapse between the first publication and the date of the public 

hearing by the City Council. The public hearing may be held in conjunction with regular 

City Council meetings.  Applicants may appeal a decision of the Planning and Zoning 

Commission to the City Council only one time. 

 

SECTION 4.14   PROCEDURES FOR AMENDMENTS (INCLUDING REZONING)  

          

A. Action by Planning and/or Zoning Commission (in Walker, the Commission members are 

the same for Planning and for Zoning, referred to as the Planning and Zoning 

Commission) 

 

1.  Any citizen may petition for any change or amendment to this Ordinance, 

provided that it has been one year or longer since the same, or substantially the 
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same, amendment was voted upon by the City Council.  The Planning and Zoning 

Commission itself (without citizen's petition) may also recommend changes in the 

procedures and regulations of this Ordinance, subject to advertising and posting 

the same as any other application for amendment.  The Commission and Council 

are exempt from payment of application fees when requesting their own 

amendments to the Ordinance.   

 

2. Notice of application for an amendment to this Ordinance must first be filed with 

the Planning and Zoning Commission's secretary before the scheduled Planning 

and Zoning Commission meeting at which the request for amendment shall be 

reviewed.  Request (application) for an amendment involving rezoning for the 

Zoning Commission must include the following documentation:   

 

¶ Proof that the person(s) requesting the rezoning is the legal owner of the 

property to be rezoned or the property affected by the change, unless the 

owner authorizes, in writing, some other person to act on their behalf.  

¶ Legal description of the property to be rezoned, property survey, municipal 

address and list of the names of adjacent property owners and their 

addresses. 

¶ Proof that notice has been posted on the property and in the local 

newspaper 

 

3. The Planning and Zoning Commission shall schedule the date of public hearing of 

all requests for amendments to the UDC or the Zoning Code portion of the UDC.  

A notice of the date, time, and place of the public hearing must be published at 

least three (3) times in the official journal of the municipality and at least ten (10) 

days shall elapse between the first publication and the date of the hearing (for the 

Commission public hearing). 

   

4. Planning and Zoning Commission may take any matter heard in the hearing under 

advisement or may vote as to their recommendation at the meeting, with a majority 

vote of a quorum needed for passage of a motion. If taken under advisement, the 

Commission may call for more public hearings or further study on the amendment 

before making a recommendation to the City Council. All  Planning and Zoning 

Commission recommendations shall be forwarded to the City Council at which 

time the City Council will schedule their public hearing and notices thereof before 

their vote on the amendment, and in accordance with proper advertising 

requirements. 

 

SECTION 4.15   PROTEST PETITIONS 

  

A. A protest petition may be presented by the public opposing a proposed rezoning 

amendment.  The protest petition shall be presented to the Zoning Commission's secretary 

at least one-week (7) days in advance of the Zoning Commission or Council meeting at 

which time there is to be a public hearing on the proposed amendment.  When a public 

protest against a zoning change (this protest being duly signed and acknowledged by the 

owners of 20% or more, either of the areas of land exclusive of streets and alleys included 
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in a proposed change or within an area determined by lines drawn parallel to and 200 feet 

distant from the boundaries of the district proposed to be changed) is filed with the City, 

the proposed change can only be approved by a super majority vote of the City Council. 

(see La. R.S. 33:4725) 

 

SECTION 4.16   FEES FOR ZONING AMENDMENTS  

 

A. The City Council of Walker shall set fees for rezoning applications and any appropriate 

filing fees. Such fees shall be reviewed and updated from time to time as appropriate. 

However, the application zoning fees shall be paid to the City of Walker by any applicant 

applying for a zoning change at the time of the application filing.  The fee shall be collected 

per each zoning amendment requested involving two or less lots under single ownership.  

If the application involves an area (three or more lots) or a block amendment, the fee shall 

be doubled, paid for by the persons requesting the amendment.  These fees are non-

refundable, regardless of the decision reached by the Zoning Commission or by the City 

Council.  However, if an application for amendment is withdrawn by the applicant before 

the first public advertisement, the fee can be refunded to the applicant.  (See attached 

Appendix A:  Building and Planning Fee Schedule.) 

 

SECTION 4.17   WITHDRAWAL OF APPLICATIONS  

 

A. Any application which the applicant wishes to withdraw from either the Planning and/or 

Zoning agenda or the City Council's agenda, must be requested in writing and submitted 

to the Secretary of the Planning and Zoning Commission at least three days before the 

applicable meeting agenda or public hearing.  Any reapplication for this same amendment 

will not be accepted for consideration by the Planning and Zoning Commission or City 

Council for at least 1 year from the date of withdrawal. 

 

SECTION 4.18   POSTING OF REZONING AND SUBDIVISION SIGNS 

 

A. When an application for a rezoning amendment is filed, the City Building Official or 

designated representative shall post one sign in a conspicuous place on the property to be 

rezoned.  The sign shall be posted at least 48 hours before the date of the public hearing 

of the Zoning Commission and of the Walker City Council public hearing and shall stay 

posted until the time and date of that hearing.  The sign shall have printed on it, in bold 

type, the following:   

 

"A request to rezone this property from [current zoning] to [proposed 

zoning] has been made.  A public hearing has been set for at Walker City 

Hall on [date] at [time].ò 

 

B. The sign shall be not less than two (2ô) feet wide by one and one half (1İô) feet in length 

and shall be made to resist discoloration and bending from wetness or weather.  Although 

the sign is provided by the City, it is the responsibility of the rezoning applicant to ensure 

that the sign remains posted for the time required as above.  The Commission may decline 

to hear an application upon finding that the sign has been removed or not placed during 

the required posted time period. 
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C. When an area or block is being considered for rezoning, two (2) signs will be posted on 

the right-of-ways (in the proposed areas) of two different streets (if there are two streets) 

that pass through the proposed area to be rezoned, or on one street if there is only one.   
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ZONING STANDARDS & DISTRICTS , 

ACCESSORY USES, OVERLAY DISTRICT 
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CHAPTER 5:   ZONING STANDARDS AND DISTRICTS, ACCESSORY USES, 

       OVERLAY DISTRICT  

 

SECTION 5.1   SCOPE OF CHAPTER 

 

A. No building or land shall hereafter be used, and no building or part thereof shall be erected, 

moved or altered, unless for a use expressly permitted by and in conformity with the 

regulations specified in this chapter for the district which it is located, and as set forth in 

this Section. 

 

B. Nonconforming uses regulated 

 

1. Nonconforming uses are those lawful uses of premises that do not conform with the 

requirements of this chapter on the effective date of the Ordinance from which this 

chapter is derived or that become nonconforming by reason of any amendment thereto. 

 

2. Nonconforming uses may be continued or ñgrandfatheredò, if there are no structural 

alterations, such a use may be changed to a use in the same zoning classification.    For 

the purposes of this paragraph, the ñsame classificationò means:  uses permitted in the 

same district.   

 

3. If a nonconforming building use or land use is stopped or discontinued for six (6) 

months or more, it then must conform to the use regulation of that district before being 

continued. 

 

4. If a nonconforming individual manufactured home/house trailer/mobile home is 

removed from the property on which it is located, it may not be replaced by another 

manufactured home/house trailer/mobile home. 

 

5. Except as provided in paragraphs 6 and 7 below, of this section, a nonconforming use 

cannot be enlarged, extended, reconstructed, or structurally altered, unless changed to 

a permitted use. 

 

6. Nonconforming residential uses in all districts, nonconforming commercial uses in the 

R-50 and R-60 districts, nonconforming light industrial and commercial uses in the C 

districts, and nonconforming industrial uses in the L districts may be rebuilt, 

reconstructed, structurally altered or enlarged; provided, the owner submits evidence 

acceptable to the Building Official that such use and/or building existed on June 3, 

1975, and the work being done is considered an improvement. 

 

7. If a building, the use of which is nonconforming, is damaged or destroyed to an extent 

of more than sixty percent (60%) of its fair market value, by a fire, explosion, or natural 

disaster, then any restoration shall be for a permitted conforming use. 

 

8. Passage of the ordinance from which this chapter is derived in no way legalizes any 

illegal uses existing as of June 3, 1975. 
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SECTION 5.2   ONE PRIMARY  BUILDING PERMITTED ON A LOT  

 

A. Every building hereafter erected shall be located on a lot of record, and in no case shall 

there be more than one primary building on one lot; provided that more than one main 

institutional, public, business, or commercial, or manufacturing building may be located 

upon a lot or tract in any district where such uses are permitted and approved by the City.  

Where apartments, garage apartments or duplexes are built, the requirements for lot area 

per family shall be met. There may be secondary non-occupied buildings on single-family 

lots (such as storage sheds, carports). 

 

SECTION 5.3   OFF-STREET AUTOMOBILE PARKING * 

*(See also Chapter 6: Parking and Access in this Unified Development Code Ordinance.) 

 

A. Off-street vehicle storage or storage space shall be provided on any lot or parcel of land 

in which any uses are established:  such space shall be provided with vehicular access to 

street or alley.  (Further parking details are included in Chapter 6:  Parking and Access 

of this Unified Development Code Ordinance.) 

 

B. Wherever a parking space for a non-dwelling use abuts on a residential district, it shall be 

screened from the abutting residential district by walls or by fences or by other screening 

not less than eight (8) feet in height, in a manner acceptable to the Building Official. 

 

SECTION 5.4   ZONING APPLICANT FEES   

 

A. All rezoning request applications shall be subject to a fee per application, as approved by 

the City of Walker.    

 

SECTION 5.5   SCHEDULE OF PERMIT AND OTHER FEES (See Appendix A.) 

 

SECTION 5.6   CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY  

 

A. A certificate of occupancy and permit shall be applied for on forms to be prescribed and 

furnished by the Building Official prior to beginning construction of a building and shall 

be issued after inspection to ascertain that the lawful erection or alteration of a building is 

completed.  A record of all such certificates shall be kept on file in the office of the 

Building Official. 

 

B. A certificate of occupancy shall be applied for prior to the location of a manufactured 

house/mobile home and prior to beginning the construction on any improvements required 

for the location of such unit and issued as set forth above.  (See Chapter 7: Manufactured 

Housing/Mobile Homes in this Unified Development Code Ordinance.)  A site plan as 

described in Chapter 7 shall be required to show the location of manufactured 

housing/mobile homes and improvements required therefore.   

 

SECTION 5.7   JUNKED/ABANDONED AUTOMOBILES  

 

A. Storage of abandoned vehicles or vehicles in disrepair and/or inoperative condition is 

prohibited in all zoning districts, except for the I Industrial District.   
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SECTION 5.8   ENFORCEMENT    

 

A. The Building Official shall enforce this chapter; appeals from his/her decision may be 

taken to the Walker Board of Adjustments. 

 

B. No building may be undertaken in the City without applying for a building permit and a 

certificate of occupancy, as required by Paragraph C of this section. Each application for 

a certificate of occupancy shall be accompanied by a drawing showing the name of the 

person making the application, the actual dimensions of the lot to be built upon, the size, 

shape and location of the building to be erected, and such other information as may be 

necessary to provide for the enforcement of this chapter. A record of applications and site 

plans/plats shall be kept in the office of the Building Official. 

 

C. No change in the use or occupancy of land, nor any change of use or occupancy in an 

existing building other than for single-family dwelling purposes, shall be made, nor shall 

any new building be occupied until a certificate of occupancy has been issued by the 

Building Official.  Every certificate of occupancy shall state that the new occupancy 

complies with all provisions of this chapter.  No excavation for and no erection nor 

alteration of any building shall be commenced before the application has been made and 

accepted for a certificate of occupancy and compliance, and no building or premises shall 

be occupied until such certificate is issued.  A record of all certificates of occupancy shall 

be kept on file in the office of the Building Official and copies shall be furnished on request 

to any interested persons.    

 

D. In interpreting and applying the provision of this chapter, they shall be held to be the 

minimum requirements for the promotion of the public safety, health, convenience, 

comfort, morals, prosperity and general welfare.  It is not intended by this chapter to 

interfere with nor abrogate nor annul any easements, covenants, or other agreement 

between parties, except that if this chapter imposes a greater restriction, this chapter shall 

control.   

 

SECTION 5.9   AMENDMENTS  

 

A. The City Council may amend this chapter upon its own motion or upon petition.  

 

B. No such amendment shall be effective unless: 

 

1. The Council has received a final report from the Walker Zoning Commission on the 

merits of the amendment; and  

 

2. The Council has held a public hearing(s) upon the proposed amendment, at which 

parties in interest and citizens shall have an opportunity to be heard. Notice of the 

proposed amendment and of the time and place of the hearing shall have been 

published once a week in three (3) different weeks in the official journal of the City; 

at least fifteen (15) days shall elapse between the first publication and the date of the 

public hearing by the City Council. 
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3. Any citizen may petition for any change or amendment in this chapter affecting any 

property in which he has a proprietary interest, provided that it has been one (1) year 

or longer since the first denial of the same or substantially the same petition, and two 

(2) years or longer since the second and subsequent denials of the same petition, 

subject to advertising the same as any other application. 

 

4. Before the Planning and Zoning Commission shall consider any proposed 

amendments, such proposed amendments shall be advertised in accordance with the 

law in the official journal of the City three (3) times, and not less than ten (10) days 

shall elapse between the first publication and the date of hearing. 

 

5. Upon receipt of a petition for a change or amendment, the Council shall refer the 

matter to the Commission, which shall have thirty (30) days to render a preliminary 

report upon the merits of the amendment.  If the Commission reports and the Council 

concurs that the proposal is without merit, no further action need be taken.  If either 

the Commission or the Council deems the proposal to be of some merit, the proposal 

shall be placed on the agenda for the hearing.  After conclusion of said hearing, the 

Commission shall be given (30) days to render a final report on the merits of the 

proposal. 

 

SECTION 5.10 ï 5.12   RESERVED 

 

SECTION 5.13   ZONING DESIGNATIONS 

 

A. For the purposes of this chapter, the City has adopted sixteen (16) zoning designations, 

which shall be used to designate the zoning permitted uses, restrictions and regulations of 

all property within the corporate limits of the City. The zoning designations permitted in 

the City of Walker are as follows.  (See end of this Chapter 5 and Appendix G:  Summary 

Table for Zoning Districts.) 

¶ R-80 ï Residential 

¶ R-70 ï Residential 

¶ R-60 ï Residential 

¶ R-50 ï Residential 

¶ R-A ï Residential Apartments 

¶ R-PG ï Residential - Patio Garden Home 

¶ R-5 ï Zero Lot Line Residential 

¶ RC ï Residential/Commercial 

¶ RC-CAB-1 (restaurant serving alcohol) 

¶ RC-CAB-2 (bar or tavern) 

¶ C-1 ï Commercial Office 

¶ C-2 ï Commercial Retail 

¶ C-3 ï Heavy Commercial 

¶ I ï Industrial 

¶ T ï Trailer Park/Mobile Home Park 

¶ Hwy. 190 and Hwy. 447 Overlay District (overlays other Districts) 
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B. With respect to permitted uses, restrictions and regulations within the zoning designations 

set forth in Paragraph A above, the provisions of this Ordinance shall apply. 

 

SECTION 5.14   ZONING DESIGNATION BOUNDARIES  

 

A. The boundaries of the various zoning designations of all immovable property within the 

corporate limits of the City shall be depicted on the official ñWalker, Louisiana Zoning 

Designation Map*,ò with each zoning designation shown in a distinct, color-coded 

fashion.  The zoning designation map shall be prepared by, or at the direction of, the 

Mayor, and amended from time-to-time as necessary, in order to show any changes, 

variances or revisions to the zoning designation of any property within the corporate limits 

of the City.  Said map shall be revised within sixty (60) days of the effective date of any 

changes, variances or revisions to the zoning designation of any property within the 

corporate limits of the City and each revision to said map shall be dated and initialed by 

the City Building Official. The Zoning District Map shall be made available for public 

inspection at the Walker City Hall, during normal business hours.  In addition, color copies 

of said map shall be made available to any person requesting such a copy at a cost 

established by the City. 

 

*The original of which will be stored in the City of Walker Building Officialôs office. 

 

SECTION 5.15   SCHEDULE OF PERMITTED USES, RESTRICTIONS AND 

         REGULATIONS.  

 

A. Within the zoning designations of the City in this chapter, the following schedule of zoning 

designation permitted uses, restrictions and regulations shall apply as summarized at the 

end of this Chapter 5 and Appendix G:  Summary Table for Zoning Districts. 

   

SECTION 5.16   PUBLIC BUILDINGS AND CLUBS IN R -70 DISTRICT 

 

A. Within a residential R-70 District, state and federal governmental uses, golf clubs and 

private clubs not conducted for profit are permitted; providing all structures for all such 

uses are located not less than fifty (50) feet from any property line. 

 

SECTION 5.17   COMMERCIAL DISTRICTS ; SIGNAGE AND DRAINAGE   

(See Chapter 10: Signage Standards, Billboards for signage details.) 

(See Chapter 11: Subdivision Standards (for Drainage Impact Study Requirements) 

 

SECTION 5.18   MOBILE HOME/TRAILER PARKS OR COURTS  

(See Chapter 7: Manufactured Housing/Mobile Homes Standards and Placement, Section 

7.6 for details.) 

 

SECTION 5.19   GARBAGE RECEPTACLES FOR MULTIPLE DWELLINGS  

 

A. For multiple dwellings and mobile home parks, garbage receptacle dumpsters shall be 

provided as outlined herein, or as acceptable to the Building Official.    
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SECTION 5.20   HOUSE TRAILERS/MOBILE HOMES IN R -70 DISTRICTS 

(See Chapter 7: Manufactured Housing/Mobile Homes Standards and Placement, Section 

7.8 for details.) 

 

SECTION 5.21   RESERVED 

 

SECTION 5.22   FENCES FOR COMMERCIAL PROPERTY  

 

A. Subsequent to the enactment of this section, any development of commercial property 

adjacent to the residential zoning districts shall be subject to the following restrictions and 

zoning requirements.  The owner and/or developer of commercial property shall be 

required to erect or construct, or cause to be erected or constructed, a fence of the 

following description: 

 

1. Height:  Eight (8) feet 

 

2. Material:  One-half (1/2) inch thick by six (6) inch wide cedar boards or equivalent. 

 

3. Location:  Six (6) inches on commercial side from commercial property line, adjacent 

to residential property. 

 

B. Prior to the construction of any fence required herein, applicant shall discuss plans with 

the City Building Official to review plans and specifications of the location, height and 

material of any fence to be erected hereunder.  This section does not apply to fences in 

existence before the passage of this section, except that, on sale or transfer of the property 

on which a nonconforming fence is located, such fence shall be made to conform to the 

requirements of this section within thirty (30) days of closing or transfer of said 

commercial property. 

 

SECTION 5.23   QUALIFIED TRUCK STOP  

 

A. A qualified truck stop means a facility that meets the criteria contained in La. R.S. 27:417 

and which has underground storage facilities for fuel. 

 

B. No license shall be granted to any qualified truck stop facility located, at the time 

application is made for a license to operate video draw poker devices, within one (1) mile 

from: 

 

1. A property on the National Register of Historic Places. 

 

2. A public playground. 

 

3. A residential subdivision, zoned R-80, R-70 or R-60 located within the municipality. 

 

4. A building used primarily as a church, synagogue, public library, or school. 

 

 

 



City of Walker, Louisiana È  Unified Development Code                                              Page  60 

 

C. The distance shall be measured as follows: 

 

1. A straight line from the nearest point of the truck stop facility, sought to be licensed, 

to the nearest point of the property on the National Register of Historic Places, the 

public playground, residential property, or a building used primarily as a church, 

synagogue, public library, or school. 

 

2. A straight line from the nearest point of the boundary line of a residential subdivision, 

zoned R-80, R-70 and R-60 to the nearest point of the premises sought to be licensed. 

 

D. No approval shall be given to the operation of any licensed Class A (beer or liquor) permit, 

unless the City determines that the permit requirements have been met, and the design and 

construction of each building and structure of the facility meet all of the requirements of 

the latest adopted Building Code and this section. 

 

E. A qualified truck stop shall not be eligible for a special use permit. 

 

SECTION 5.24   R-PG DISTRICT , ADDITIONAL RULES  

(See Appendix G ï Summary Table for Zoning Districts) 

 

A. In addition to the regulations for the R-PG District in Chapter 5 herein, the following 

additional regulations shall apply: 

 

1. Corner lot side depth:  minimum of 15 feet 

 

2. Parking requirements:  Two (2) spaces per living unit 

 

3. The minimum site area of the development shall be one (1) acre 

 

4. No R-PG site shall exceed ten (10) acres in size 

 

5. Height regulations:  No building shall exceed thirty-five (35) feet in height 

 

SECTION 5.25   R-5 DISTRICT ADDITIONAL REGULATIONS  (ZERO LOT LINE)  

(See Appendix G ï Summary Table for Zoning Districts) 

 

A. In addition to the regulations for the R-5 District in Chapter 5 herein, the following 

additional regulations shall apply: 

 

1. Corner lot side depth: minimum of 15 feet 

 

2. Parking requirements:  Two (2) spaces per living unit 

 

3. No wall openings shall exist on the zero lot line side. Legal provisions shall be made, 

such as an easement of the adjoining lot, for permanent access for the exterior portion 

of any wall on the zero-lot-line-side yard.  (It must be kept perpetually free of 
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obstructions.)  All units must have a minimum of eight (8) feet between structure 

fascia(s).  The minimum site area shall be one (1) acre. 

 

4. There shall be a six (6) foot high wall or solid wood fence along the sides and rear of 

the R-5 site, wherever it adjoins Single-Family Zoning Districts.  No R-5 site shall 

exceed ten (10) acres in size.  The setback on lots adjoining any other residential 

classifications shall conform to the side yard setback requirements of the adjacent 

classification. 

 

5. In all R-5 zoning districts, the location of the first unit constructed shall dictate the 

property line on which all other units shall be built, so as to avoid any unusable lots in 

the district. 

 

6. Height regulations:  No building shall exceed thirty-five (35) feet in height. 

 

SECTION 5.26   RC - COMMERCIAL CORRIDORS  

(See Appendix G ï Summary Table for Zoning Districts) 

 

A. The following streets or portions of streets within the corporate limits of the city are hereby 

designated as commercial corridors and defined herein: 

 

The Highway 447 Commercial Corridor. That portion of La. Hwy. 447 (Walker South 

Road and Walker North Road), from the south boundary of the cityôs corporate limits, 

north to a point which is the intersection of the north right-of-way of Ballard Street 

and La. Hwy. 447.  Each parcel of property having frontage on either side of the Hwy. 

447 Commercial Corridor is hereby zoned for commercial and/or residential use to a 

depth equal to the distance from the highway right-of-way to the rear of each such 

parcel of property.  To the extent that any parcel of property located within the Hwy. 

447 Commercial Corridor is zoned for less restrictive use, such zoning designation 

shall continue in existence, notwithstanding the provision of this section. 

1. The Florida Boulevard Commercial Corridor.  That portion of U.S. Hwy. 190 (Florida 

Boulevard), from the western boundary of the cityôs corporate limits, east to the eastern 

boundary of the cityôs corporate limits.  Each parcel of property within the cityôs 

corporate limits having frontage on either side of the Florida Boulevard Commercial 

Corridor is hereby zoned for commercial and/or residential use to a depth equal to the 

distance from the highway right-of-way to the rear of each such parcel of property.  To 

the extent that any parcel of property located within the Florida Boulevard Commercial 

Corridor is zoned for less restrictive use, such zoning designation shall continue in 

existence, notwithstanding the provisions of this section. 

 

2. The Burgess Avenue Commercial Corridor.  That portion of La. Hwy. 1027 (Burgess 

Avenue), from its intersection with La. Hwy. 447, west to the western boundary of the 

cityôs corporate limits.  Each parcel of property having frontage on either side of the 

Burgess Avenue Commercial Corridor is hereby zoned for commercial and/or 

residential use to a depth equal to the distance from the highway right-of-way to the 

rear of each such parcel of property.  To the extent that any parcel of property located 

within the Burgess Avenue Commercial Corridor is zoned for less restrictive use, such 
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zoning designation shall continue in existence, notwithstanding the provisions of this 

section. 

 

B. The extent of the zoning created by the designation of a commercial corridor shall be 

determined based upon the boundaries of the parcels of property within such commercial 

corridor as such boundaries exist as of the effective date of such designation. The extent 

of such zoning shall not be enlarged, expanded, reduced, diminished or otherwise altered 

or amended through the subdivision of property within a commercial corridor, unless 

approved by the City of Walker. 

 

C. This section may be amended in accordance with the provision of State of Louisiana 

Revised Statutes 33:406, in order to designate additional commercial corridors. 

 

SECTION 5.27   HIGHWAY 190 (FLORIDA BLVD.) & HIGH WAY 447 OVERLAY

                           ECONOMIC DISTRICT  (OED or Overlay DISTRICT)  

(See Appendix G ï Summary Table for Zoning Districts) 

 

A. CREATION:   There is hereby established the Highway 190 and Highway 447 Overlay 

Economic District (also referred to as the Overlay District) within the City of Walker that 

will supplement existing zoning and Unified Development Code (UDC) regulations.    

 

B. ADMINISTRATION:    The overlay district guidelines will be administered by the City 

of Walker Building Department, with variance requests reviewed by the Walker Zoning 

Commission, acting in their capacity as the Board of Adjustments.  

 

C. LOCATION:   This overlay district is bounded on the east by the Walker corporate limits 

and on the west by the Walker corporate limits, with all properties in-between the 

corporate limits that face onto Highway 190.  Also, all lots of record/parcels fronting onto 

Highway 190/Florida Boulevard, both on its south and north sides, and within that portion 

of La. Hwy. 447 (Walker South Road and Walker North Road), from the south boundary 

of the cityôs corporate limits, north to a point which is the intersection of the north right-

of-way of Ballard Street and La. Hwy. 447, with all properties in-between the designated 

area listed herein, that face onto Walker North Road and Walker South Road, are included 

in this district.  

 

D. PURPOSE:  The purpose of creating this Overlay Economic District is to: 

 

¶ encourage investment and renovation of property and sites within this district in a 

manner that values the enhancement of property values 

¶ provide predictability and conformity in zoning designations with relation to the 

character of the Overlay District and its adjoining properties and neighborhoods 

¶ provide a minimum set of design standards that relate to building facades, signage, 

landscaping, and lighting 

¶ provide for a set of optional development and preservation incentives to be used by 

the City as a negotiating and incentive tool  
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E. COMPLIANCE WITH EXISTING ZONING CLASSIFICATIONS:  

The Overlay District guidelines will supplement those regulations in effect within the 

applicable existing Zoning Classifications of each property located within the OED 

District.  In cases of a conflict between the guidelines of the OED District and those of the 

applicable Zoning Classification, the OED District guidelines shall prevail.   

 

F. OPTIONAL INCENTIVE TOOLS TO BE OFFERED BY THE CITY OF  

WALKER  

The City of Walker may, at its discretion, use the following incentives or conditions to 

encourage both investment and compliance with the OED District guidelines, and that 

includes both the Overlay Economic District standards and the minimum financial 

investments per project: 

¶ Endorsement of the Stateôs Restoration Tax Abatement Program benefits, 
providing for a 5 to 10-year freeze of property values at the pre-renovation or pre-

construction levels, provided that all minimum guidelines are met. 

¶ Endorsement of the Stateôs Enterprise Zone Program benefits, providing for a 
State tax credit for each new employee hired or retained.  In addition, State and 

local sales taxes paid for construction materials and equipment can be refunded 

to the owner/developer, if required applicable minimum guidelines are met. 

¶ Where applicable, historic structure federal income tax credits, if such eligible 

structures are recognized as historic by the State or federal Office of Historic 

Preservation/Trust for Historic Preservation. 

¶ The City may negotiate to have unpaved or paved parking placed in the rear and 

sides of a building, or on adjacent lots, so that additional green space can be 

provided in front of buildings. 

¶ City parking space requirements may be reduced by up to 20% of the number of 

spaces required, if health and safety are not adversely affected, and if a property 

owner is trying to meet these overlay guidelines or provide for parking in the rear 

or front of a building. 

¶ As an incentive for private investment, the City may install, at its costs, driveway 

and drainage culverts when purchased by the owner (these services are normally 

required to be completed by the owner/developer). 

¶  The City of Walker, at its discretion, may offer free technical assistance provided 

by the City, the SBDC, Chamber of Commerce, and/or the LEDC in preparing 

applications for the Restoration Tax Abatement Program and Enterprise Zone 

Programs. 

¶ The City may choose to install new public sidewalks at a shared cost with the 

property owner, in conformance with public sidewalk plans, and to be completed 

in conjunction with proposed private property improvements. 

¶ New street lighting standards, following the Cityôs lighting plan, may be installed 
on public property or on a servitude provided to the City. 

¶ The City may choose to reduce or waive building permit fees (but not the permit), 

subdivision fees, and charges for certain sewer or water connection fees, for 
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projects within the OED district that provide minimum investments in building and 

site improvements. 

 

G. MINIMUM DESIGN STANDARDS TO BE FOLLOWED : 

 

1. Sidewalks:  It is the intention of this amendment to install public sidewalks within the 

OED District on at least one side of the streets included in the District.  However, 

existing sidewalks on either side of the streets shall be retained and upgraded when 

new building projects are requested.  Sidewalks that meet City requirements shall be 

installed at the expense of the property owner/developer and the City at the time 

building permits are requested for that same property (for new, additions, or 

renovation).  All sidewalk improvements made by private parties must first be 

reviewed and permitted by the City of Walker Building Department. 

 

Sidewalk design:  Sidewalks shall be concrete and a minimum of 5 ft. in width and 

be curbed at street intersections to allow access to the handicapped using handicapped 

accessible ramps following the latest American with Disabilities Act (ADA) 

Requirements. It shall be the requirement that sidewalks designed shall meet ADA 

standards to the greatest, reasonable extent possible. Reinforcing wire shall be 

installed on all new sidewalks in this district and poured concrete shall have a 

minimum thickness of 5 inches, according to City standards.  Color and style of 

sidewalks and paver tiles shall conform to the colors and styles required by the City.  

Repair of existing sidewalks shall follow the same City guidelines and standards.  

Damage to existing trees, tree roots, and landscaping shall be minimized in order to 

preserve as many trees as possible. 

 

2. Signage:   The Highway 190 and Highway 447 corridor is a unique blend of residences 

and businesses in a highway frontage style setting.  Signage guidelines are one item 

used to improve the harmony between varied property uses and to preserve the unique 

character of this area, in order to help give the district an appealing look. In addition, 

the sign guidelines improve the public safety of the traveling public.  All proposed 

signage within this District must be approved by the City Building Department, and 

all permit requirements must be met before being installed or changed.  In addition to 

following the existing requirements of the City of Walker signage ordinance, 

additional standards for commercial uses as required in the Overlay District must be 

met as follows: 

 

When signage is installed, replaced, or renovated for a business and not attached 

to a building, monument signs not exceeding 7 feet in height shall be installed.  

An additional 3 feet in height may be allowed for a base, berm, or foundation if 

such area is landscaped. Such signs may be back-lit or externally illuminated in 

a fashion that directly illuminates the sign and does not disturb neighboring 

properties.  Monument signs shall meet the requirements of the Cityôs sign 

ordinance and have frames constructed of brick, stucco, or cement.   Signage 

shall be placed so as to not obstruct the view of on-coming traffic. Should a 

developer or property owner wish to request a variance to the sign height in areas 

of the OED outside of those areas in close proximity to Interstate 12, as defined, 

the Building Official will make a determination as to whether the variance can 
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be approved administratively or said variance shall be heard before the Board of 

Adjustments and/or Council. This section does not prohibit the sign face only or 

the name of the business from being changed on existing, legal signs within the 

District. 

¶ Portable or non-portable readerboard signs (in which letters and number are often 

changed to announce various information), which allow letters to be temporarily 

attached, will not be permitted within the OED Overlay District, unless such 

signs are to be permanently mounted on existing, legal pole signage (on-premise 

only) for businesses within the District. All other signage will follow the Cityôs 

Sign Ordinance and shall first be permitted by the City.   Off premise signs will 

not be permitted within the Overlay District, excepting those grandfathered 

before this Ordinance was approved by the City. 

 

¶ All signs that are legally non-conforming at the time that this ordinance is passed, 

may continue to be used, if they are maintained in good condition.  If a new sign 

is constructed or substantially rebuilt, or if a sign is destroyed through an act of 

nature of by way of an accident, these new sign standards shall be used in 

constructing the new sign. Abandoned, unsafe, or poorly maintained signs that 

are considered a safety hazard shall be removed, repaired, or replaced by the 

owner upon notification by the City, and will not be considered as legally non-

conforming. 

 

3. Street Lighting:  City approved public street light standards will be used within the 

Overlay District when installing new or replacement public lighting standards. 

 

¶ Street lighting standards to be used on existing power poles, or separately 

mounted, will conform to a style and design chosen by the City of Walker. New 

electric (secondary feeds) service lines and cable TV lines to homes and 

businesses will be run underground, unless such lines are in the rear or side of a 

property within the OED District. 

 

4. Coordinated Landscaping:  Coordinated street landscape design will be required for 

new construction projects or for renovation projects.  Small and medium tree species 

and bushes will be approved on a site- by- site basis in accordance with the siteôs 

limitations and the Cityôs landscape plan, landscape guidelines, and the Walker 

Unified Development Code.  As part of the Building Permit approval process, site, 

landscape and any water line plans will be required for each new or renovation 

commercial building project or landscape project within the Overlay District.  Projects 

in which an applicant is requesting re-roofing, painting, or maintenance only 

projects will not be required to meet this landscape standard.  State highway right 

of ways will not be used for planting trees and shrubs to meet this requirement unless 

such landscaped plans are first approved by the State Highway Department (DOTD) 

and is needed to avoid substantial removal of existing paved parking lot areas. An open 

10 ft.-wide front green area across the front of the property and between the public 

street right of way and the building will be maintained on private property as a buffer 

between the street and the parking area. 
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5. Building Changes and Building Design: Non-maintenance exterior building 

improvements, remodeling or repairs, along with new construction and/or demolition, 

must be pre-approved by the City Building Department before such work takes place.  

 

¶ Before any demolition is approved, a written inspection and demolition report 

will be prepared by the Building Department for review, before demolition is to 

begin. 

 

6. Street and Site Drainage Improvements:  Open ditch street drainage shall be 

discouraged within the Overlay District.  When a building permit is issued for 

substantial renovation of a property or for new construction within the Overlay 

District, subsurface drainage plans shall be reviewed and negotiated between the 

property owner and the City, in accordance with City and State DOTD (Highway 

Department) standards.  Drainage plans for the building site shall be submitted to the 

City Building Department for review and approval.  Impacts upon adjacent properties 

shall be considered by the City in their review process, and all attempts will be made 

to provide covered public drainage ditches. 

 

7. Building Setbacks and Parking:  An open 15-foot-wide front yard for properties 

herein and where feasible, shall be maintained as green, landscaped space with 

required parking on the front, side or rear of the primary building.  No parking of 

vehicles will take place within the front yard green areas and such yards shall include 

appropriate barriers that would prohibit the parking of vehicles in green or landscaped 

areas. The City will encourage parking is to be on the sides or rear of buildings. No 

parking shall be permitted that would allow backing of vehicles (cars or trucks) 

directly onto a public street.  All other areas within the Overlay District shall follow 

the required front building setbacks, parking, and yard requirements of the Cityôs 

Unified Development Code.  Access driveways directly from or onto the street will be 

limited to no more than one per property or two for properties exceeding 100 feet of 

public road frontage, or as determined by the State DOTD permit for access onto State 

roadways.  

 

H. MINIMUM STANDARDS AND INVESTMENTS REQUIRED FOR CITY 

APPROVAL OF  INCENTIVE BENEFITS OFFERED HEREIN  

 

1. In order for the City of Walker to approve an ownerôs application for OED incentives 

outlined in Part F above, and within the OED District, an owner or applicant or leasee 

must be able to document the following: 

 

a. The owner-applicant will provide the minimum improvements required by this 

ordinance when upgrading their property as a development or renovation project, 

requesting incentives, and will indicate such information on their building plans; 

 

b. Within a one-year period from the date of an issued building permit, the owner or 

developer will document that they will spend the minimum development, repair or 

renovation investment, not including purchase price of property, required for the 

following types of projects: 
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¶ owner-occupied households; 

single-family units 

$50,000 minimum per one building permit or one 

project 

¶ commercial properties  

 (including apartments) 

 

25% of the assessed value of the property affected 

(assessment for land and improvements, as 

determined by the Parish Tax Assessor) or 

$100,000, whichever is greater 

  

Note: The value of a leaseeôs improvements may be included by a commercial 

property owner who is applying for incentives.  The value of parking lot improvements 

and landscaping may also be counted toward a leaseeôs or property ownerôs minimum 

investment. 

 

c. The improvements shall include more than re-roofing, painting, or maintenance 

items but are considered substantial improvements to the property and site; 

 

d. In order to qualify for the eligible tax credits provided, the applicant must have the 

credit approved by the applicable State administering agency, the City of Walker, 

and any Parish governing authority when Parish taxes are affected.  An approval 

resolution of the City and/or Parish governing bodies is required. 

 

SECTION 5.28   RC ZONING DESIGNATION ADDITIONAL REGULATIONS  

(See Appendix G ï Summary Table for Zoning Districts) 

 

A. In addition to the regulations for the RC zoning district set forth in Section 5.26 restrictions 

and regulations, the following additional regulations shall also apply: 

 

1. Unless otherwise recommended by the Zoning Commission and approved by the 

Mayor and City Council, only property located within designated commercial 

corridors as defined in Section 5.26 may be zoned RC. 

 

2. For properties used for dwelling purposes and zoned RC, the following regulations 

also apply: 

 

a. For properties zoned RC used for dwelling purposes which would otherwise 

require an R-A zoning designation, the permitted uses, restrictions and regulations 

of the schedule of zoning designation permitted uses, restrictions and regulations 

contained in Appendix G for property zoned R-A shall apply. 

 

b. For properties zoned RC used for dwelling purposes which would otherwise 

require an R-PG zoning designation, the permitted uses, restrictions and 

regulations of the schedule of zoning designation permitted uses, restrictions and 

regulations, contained in Appendix G for property zoned R-PG, and the additional 

regulations for property zoned R-PG set forth in Section 5.26 shall apply. 

 

c. For properties zoned RC used for dwelling purposes which would otherwise 

require an R-5 zoning designation, the permitted uses, restrictions and regulations 
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of the schedule of zoning designation permitted uses, restrictions and regulations 

contained in Appendix G for property zoned R-5, and the additional regulations 

for property zoned R-5 set forth in Appendix G shall apply.  

 

3. For properties used for dwelling purposes and zoned RC, the following regulations 

also apply: 

 

a. For properties zoned RC used for commercial purposes which would otherwise 

require a C-1 zoning designation, the permitted uses, restrictions and regulations 

of the schedule of zoning designation permitted uses, restrictions and regulations 

contained in Appendix G: Summary Table for Zoning Districts for property zoned 

C-1, and the additional regulations for property zoned C-1 set forth in Chapter 5: 

Zoning Standards and Districts, Accessory Uses, Overlay District, as well as the 

restrictions and regulations set forth in Section 6.5 shall apply. 

 

b. For properties zoned RC used for commercial purposes which would otherwise 

require a C-2 zoning designation, the permitted uses, restrictions and regulations 

of the schedule of zoning designation permitted uses, restrictions and regulations 

contained in Appendix G for property zoned C-2, and the additional regulations 

for property zoned C-2 set forth in Chapter 5, and the additional regulations for 

commercial property set forth in Section 6.5 shall apply. 

 

c. For properties zoned RC used for commercial purposes which would otherwise 

require a C-3 zoning designation, the permitted uses, restrictions and regulations 

of the schedule of zoning designation permitted uses, restrictions and regulations 

contained in Appendix G for property zoned C-3, and the additional regulations 

for property zoned C-3 set forth in Chapter 5, and the additional regulations for 

commercial property set forth in Section 6.5 shall apply. 

 

d. For properties zoned RC used for commercial purposes which are adjacent to 

residential dwellings, the provisions of Section 5.22 related to fencing of 

commercial property shall apply. 

 

SECTION 5.29   RESERVED 

 

SECTION 5.30   TRANSITION USES 

 

1. Wherever the side of any lot of record in a residential district abuts on a commercial or 

light industrial use, or wherever any lot of record in a residential district is located directly 

across the street from a commercial or light industrial use, such lot of record may be used 

for the office of a physician, lawyer, engineer, architect, real estate broker, insurance 

agent, or similar professional services business; provided that such office building shall 

leave side and rear yards as provided for the district in which it is located; and provided, 

further, that, such office use shall be accompanied by off-street automobile parking as 

required in Chapter 6:  Parking, Access, Loading Zones.   
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SECTION 5.31   UNDERSIZED LOTS     

 

A. If, in the opinion of the Building Official, a lot is so small or narrow or shallow that it is 

not feasible or practicable to meet the yard or lot size requirements of Chapter 5: Zoning 

Standards and Districts, Accessory Uses, Overlay District, then the Building Official, in 

his/her discretion, may permit a single-family dwelling and its accessory buildings to be 

erected on any such  lot of record or parcel of land which became legally established an 

defined by deed or act of sale before June 3, 1975, if such lot is located in an R-70, R-50, 

R-A residential or C-commercial district; provided that the side yard of no dwelling shall 

be less than three (3) feet. 

 

SECTION 5.32   FRONT, SIDE, AND REAR YARDS, ADDITIONAL    

                             INTERPRETATION  

 

A. Where dedicated street right-of-way is less than fifty (50) feet wide, the depth of the front 

yard shall be measured from a point of twenty-five (25) feet from the centerline of the 

street to the front of the building line. If the right-of-way is fifty (50) feet wide or greater, 

the Yard, Front, previously defined in Chapter 3: Definitions, will be enforced. 

 

B. Steps or stoops, eaves, cornices, belt courses, window sills, and unenclosed and uncovered 

porches/decks may project into any required yard, provided such construction does not 

project nearer than two (2) feet to the lot lines.  Except on the street side of a corner lot, 

unenclosed carports may project into a side or rear yard, provided such construction does 

not project nearer than two (2) feet to the lot lines.  

 

C. On lots occupied by dwellings, not more than forty percent (40%) of the rear yard of the 

main building may be occupied by one-story buildings of accessory use, and garage 

apartments where permitted. 

 

SECTION 5.33   GROUP CARE/HOUSING PROJECTS  

 

A. In the case of a housing project consisting of a group of two (2) or more buildings to be 

constructed on a plot of ground of at least three (3) acres and not subdivided into the 

customary streets and lots which will not be so subdivided or where the existing or 

contemplated street and lot layout make it impracticable to apply the requirements of this 

chapter to the individual buildings in such housing projects, the application of such 

requirements to such housing project shall be made to the Planning and Zoning 

Commission, and shall be made in a manner that will be in harmony with the character of 

the neighborhood, and will insure a density of land use no higher and a standard of open 

space at least as high as required by this chapter in the district in which the proposed 

project is to be located.  In no case shall the Planning and Zoning Commission authorize 

a project without first holding a public hearing with due advertisement as required by State 

laws.    
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CHAPTER 6 

 

PARKING, ACCESS, LOADING ZONES  
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CHAPTER 6:   PARKING &  ACCESS, LOADING ZONES 

 

SECTION   6.1  

 

A. Parking space is an area on a lot sufficient in size to store one automobile. This space shall 

not (except as hereafter noted) be less than nine (9) feet in width and twenty (20) feet in 

length.  This parking space (except for single-family dwellings) shall be served by an aisle 

or maneuvering area not less than twenty-two (22) feet in depth.  The aisle may be eighteen 

(18) feet in depth for one-way traffic. 

 

SECTION   6.2  

 

A. Except for single-family dwellings, all off-street parking spaces, aisles, loading zones, 

and connecting driveways shall be surfaced with a permanent dust-free paving, cement 

or asphalt.  (Gravel is not dust-free.)  If a single-family unit parking space is not required 

to be paved, then the parking area must be surfaced with a minimum of 4 inches of 

gravel, limestone, or similar approved material. 

 

SECTION   6.3  

 

A. Floor area means the square feet of floor space within the outside line of walls and 

includes the total of all space on all floors of a building. It does not include porches, 

garages, or space in basement or cellar. 

 

SECTION 6.4   RESIDENTIAL  

 

A. All residential uses shall provide at least the following off-street parking spaces: 

 

1. Single-family detached ï 2 spaces/unit 

 

2. Single-family attached ï 2 spaces/unit 

 

3. Multi -family ï 2 spaces per unit, plus 1 space per every 2 living units.  Efficiency and 

one (1) bedroom units may provide only 2 spaces/unit. 

 

4. Dormitories, sororities, fraternities, and care homes ï 1 space/1 bed, plus guest spaces, 

1 space per occupant planned for. 

 

5. Hotels ï 1 space/bedroom 

 

6. Motels ï 1 space/bedroom 

 

7. Trailer courts ï 2 spaces/unit 

 

8. Apartment hotels ï 2 spaces per unit, plus 1 space per every 2 units. 
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SECTION 6.5   COMMERCIAL  

 

A. All commercial uses shall provide at least the following off-street parking spaces: 

 

1. Office buildings and banks ï 1 space/300 square feet 

 

2. Business, professional and medical, including clinics, but not hospitals ï 1 space/300 

square feet 

 

3. Shopping goods, retail ï 1 space/300 square feet 

 

4. Convenience goods, retail ï 1 space/300 square feet 

 

5. Furniture sales, retail ï 1 space/300 square feet of office and display area 

 

6. Personal services and repair ï 1 space/300 square feet 

 

7. Restaurants ï 1 space/75 square feet (full service) 

 

8. Drive-ins ï 1 spaces/75 square feet (fast food with seating area) 

 

9. Commercial recreational facilities (other than below) ï 1 space/100 square feet  

 

10. Bowling lanes ï 8 spaces/lane 

 

11. Driving ranges ï negotiated with the City 

 

12. Car sales ï 1 space/300 square feet of office, sales area 

 

13. Car washing ï 1 space/300 square feet 

 

14. Theater, Cinema ï 1 space/3 seats   

 

15. Lounge or Bar ï 1 space/35 square feet 

 

16. Self-service gas stations: 

 

a. No service of vehicles and without convenience food store ï 2 spaces 

 

b. Self-service gas stations (no service of vehicles and with convenience food store) 

ï 2 spaces, plus 1 per 100 square feet of building floor area 

 

NOTE:  Some buildings combine two or more uses above (such as restaurant/bars or gas 

stations/convenience food store), and it will be the judgment of the Building Official to 

determine the proper number of parking spaces based upon the primary use of the building.  

Conflicts in this determination will be resolved by the Zoning Commission. 
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SECTION 6.6   INSTITUTIONAL  

 

A. All Institutional, public, assembly, transportation shall provide the following off-street 

parking spaces: 

 

1. Churches ï 2 space/4 individual seats or 50 square feet in main assembly room 

 

2. Auditoriums, theaters ï 1 space/4seats or 34 square feet 

 

3. Day Care ï 1 space per 300 square feet; minimum of 2 spaces 

 

4. Schools: 

 

a. Elementary ï 2 spaces/classroom 

 

b. Junior High ï 4 spaces/classroom 

 

c. High School ï 10 spaces/classroom 

 

5. Nursing Homes ï 1 space/4 beds 

 

6. Funeral parlors ï 1 space/100 square feet 

 

7. Stadiums and arenas ï 1 space/4 seats 

 

8. Clubs and lodges ï 1 space/300 square feet 

 

9. Public buildings ï 1 space per 300 square feet 

 

SECTION 6.7   INDUSTRIAL  

 

A. All Industrial manufacturing, warehousing and wholesale shall provide the following: 

 

1. All ï 1 space per each two employees or combined two largest shifts, plus 1 space for 

each company vehicle domiciled at the facility, plus 15% total of employment to 

accommodate visitors. 

 

SECTION 6.8   OFF-STREET LOADING  

 

A. Every commercial or industrial building of 5,000 square feet or above shall have 1 off-

street loading position for each 15,000 square feet or fraction thereof per tenant or owner. 

 

B. All backing and maneuvering for such loading spaces shall be completely on the property 

of the commercial or industrial concern.  This space shall not be less than 60 feet in depth. 

 

C. A loading space shall be a minimum of 14 feet wide, 60 feet deep, and have a vertical 

clearance of at least 14 feet. 
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D. No curb cut shall be permitted in the street where it parallels a loading dock. 

 

E. Space equal to the loading requirements shall be provided for the parking of each 

company-owned truck or vehicle domiciled at the site. 

 

SECTION 6.9   EXISTING BUILDINGS NOT COMPLYING WITH  

       OFF-STREET PARKING  

 

A. Existing buildings not complying with off-street parking or loading requirements may be 

remodeled, repaired, and structurally altered. 

 

B. For any off-street parking or loading facility, as required by this Ordinance, a layout plan 

showing entrances, drives and parking stalls shall be submitted to and approved by the 

Building Official. 

 

C. In any of the R and C Districts, all parking spaces shall be set back at least 10 feet from 

the street curb. 

 

D. In any of the C Districts, where there are adjacent residences, and in any of the C and L 

Districts where there is adjacent residential zoning, a 5-foot side yard shall be provided 

with no parking or paving permitted to extend into the side yard. 

 

E. On lots having 50 feet or more of frontage, there shall be only one entrance for each 50 

feet of frontage, and only one entrance on lots having less than 50 feet of frontage. 

 

F. In any of the Districts, parking space may be provided on a separate lot, provided that the 

separate lot parking is clearly marked and available for use and provided it is within 100 

feet of the building using the lot.  Two or more owners may join together in the provision 

of this separate parking, and such parking agreement shall be in writing and available to 

the City Building Official. 
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CHAPTER 7:   MANUFACTURED HOUSING  / MOBILE HOMES STANDARDS  

     AND PLACEMENT  

 

SECTION 7.1   PURPOSE   

 

In order to ensure safe and orderly development and to protect the health, safety and welfare 

of its citizens, to ensure against encroachment on other peopleôs property, and to protect 

property values, the City of Walker has included this Chapter within this ordinance. This 

chapter provides for the proper permitting, placement and location of manufactured housing 

(mobile homes or trailers) within the corporate limits of Walker, Louisiana. 

 

DEFINITIONS  (See Chapter 3: Definitions of this Ordinance.)   

 

For the purposes of this Ordinance, a manufactured home, or mobile home or house trailer, is 

defined as a vehicle or portable building which is constructed on a chassis, and/or which may 

be attached to wheels, and which is designed to be towed over roads and highways and to be 

used for occupancy (residential). It may be used with or without a permanent foundation and 

may be designed to be transported and used in one or more sections. As such, the mobile unit 

will be duly titled by the appropriate regulatory agency and if rendered unsuitable for 

transportation, or its title rescinded, shall not be considered a legal mobile home or 

manufactured home for occupancy in the City of Walker. Travel trailers, pick-up campers, 

motor homes, tent campers, bus trailers, and other such units are not considered as included 

in this definition, but if intended to be used for occupancy in Walker for a time period of 7 

continuous days or more, or for occasional occupancy in Walker, or to be stored on public 

right of way or servitude must also be approved and permitted by the City Building 

Department before such occupancy or placement begins.  The housing units meeting the 

definition herein as being approved manufactured housing, are built in accordance with 

federal HUD manufactured housing and wind codes. 

 

Mobile homes or manufactured housing in Walker must be skirted according to the standards 

called for in the City Unified Development Code, herein, tied down (anchored) according to 

Louisiana State Manufactured Housing Installation Law, and must bear the label or seal of 

compliance with the Federal Manufactured Home Construction and Safety Standards issued 

by an agency approved by the Secretary of the Department of Housing and Urban 

Development.  Mobile or manufactured homes shall, upon City inspection, meet the Class A 

or Class C standards defined by the City Building Department.  Mobile home owners must 

receive a moving permit before moving a mobile home to be placed in Walker. Mobile home 

or mobile trailer structures used as commercial buildings or storage in Walker are not 

permitted, except for temporary use with construction sites.  Building inspections and 

occupancy permits and moving permits must be obtained before such buildings are occupied. 

 

Manufactured modular units or buildings constructed off-site and intended for occupancy in 

the City of Walker are also not included in this definition but must be permitted by the City 

before movement and occupancy within the corporate limits of Walker. Such units must meet 

the required adopted State of Louisiana and City of Walker building codes, including but not 

limited to the International Residential Building Codes and associated electrical, plumbing, 

and fire codes. 
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SECTION 7.2   PERMIT TYPES    Within the boundaries of the City of Walker, a mobile 

home or manufactured home permit for residential or commercial occupancy or placement 

within the City is required by the City of Walker before moving and placing within the 

corporate boundaries. This includes temporary or permanent types of uses for non-site built 

housing or business manufactured units built off-site usually not considered mobile units that 

are moved into or within the City and intended for placement and occupancy. A permit and 

approval must be obtained from the City Building Permit office before any of the following 

activities, construction, or actions commence within the City. These required permits are 

outlined below: 

 

¶ Placement and/or renovation or addition onto an existing mobile building, 

manufactured housing, house trailer, or mobile home being moved from one 

location to another location within the City limits or being brought in from outside 

the City limits for placement and occupancy within the corporate limits of Walker. 

 

¶ Occupancy permit from the City of Walker for occupancy of a mobile home or 

manufactured housing structure, whether commercial or residential.  

 

¶  Moving and placement of new or used mobile homes or modular buildings, 

manufactured home, modular home, or mobile commercial building intended for 

occupancy or storage. Only approved and properly skirted HUD standard mobile 

homes manufactured within 10 years of application year (HUD mobile home code 

date), meeting FEMA required wind code standards, and having the required and 

exterior affixed red metal ID label and proper ownership documentation shall be 

permitted to be placed within the City boundaries.  Those units legally located in 

the City, currently installed with standard City utilities, and not meeting these 

standards at the time of enactment of this ordinance are allowed to remain (are 

grandfathered as non-conforming) but can only be replaced by HUD standard 

conforming units, cannot be enlarged, and may not be relocated within the City 

boundaries, unless they become conforming structures properly permitted by the 

City and meeting the 10 years within application year manufactured date and wind 

load requirements indicated herein.  

  

SECTION 7.3   PERMIT PROCESS- START AND EXPIRATION DATES/ USE OF  

     LICENSED MOVERS    

 

Each application for permits for newly moved structures, intended for occupancy, including 

mobile or manufactured homes, modular homes, or commercial units, and additions to such 

units, shall first be reviewed for approval by the City Building Department.  A sketch showing 

the exact proposed location of the unit upon a parcel of property, with all required yard set-

backs, shall be provided in written form to the City Building Department. The permit applicant 

must receive Building Official approval and a permit before moving and occupying the 

manufactured unit. In the case of a mobile home/manufactured home legally permitted to be 

placed in the City, proper anchoring and complete perimeter skirting must be completed, as 

per State of Louisiana standards, before such unit is occupied, and shall be completed before 

occupancy. After receipt of the proper permit, the moving and proper installation of the unit 

must begin and be completed within 90 days of the permit date, with such placement being 
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done by a State licensed and insured manufactured housing-mobile home mover. After such 

90-day period, the permitee can request an extension of time from the City Building Permit 

Office, but such extension does not have to be provided if the Building Official affirms that 

sufficient time has been provided for such action to be completed.  During this time period, 

an approved and ventilated mobile home skirting shall be properly installed on all exterior 

sides of the unit. 

 

SECTION 7.4   PERMIT FEES   

 

All moving, placement and occupancy permits to be obtained from the City of Walker in 

conformance with this ordinance must pay the required permit fee for activities included 

herein, and such shall be obtained from the City Building Permit office before commencement 

of the activity, installation, placement, occupancy, or construction.  The fees include a $35 

site inspection fee, a $25 moving fee, and, where required, an elevation certificate.  A site 

drawing and/or property survey is required by the City from the landowner or permit 

applicant, which clearly designates the proposed specific location of building and driveway 

placement on the property.  New construction proposed to be attached to an existing mobile 

home will be charged the appropriate building permit fees for new construction. 

 

SECTION 7.5   ZONING CLASSIFICATIONS -MINIMUM BUILDING SETBACKS  

     AND LOT SIZE   

 

The minimum set-backs, lot sizes, and spacing standards for newly placed manufactured 

homes/mobile homes or trailers defined herein, will be as required in the appropriate zoning 

classification for which the unit is being located. If all appropriate and related requirements 

are met, manufactured housing/mobile homes may be located in R-50, R-60 and R-70 

residential zoning classifications and within approved mobile home parks, upon City 

approval, prior to construction activities. 

 

Other than exit steps and door overhangs, any and all proposed additional rooms, carports, 

porches and decks to be added onto a manufactured or mobile home unit, including each 

improvement or addition to a unit, shall first be properly permitted and approved by the City 

Building Official. 

 

Commercial or business occupied mobile homes are not permitted with the Walker corporate 

limits. However, approved modular commercial units with proper documentation, may be 

approved by the City Building Official. This does not restrict a construction contractor from 

locating a construction trailer for a time period of no more than 12 continuous months on the 

site of a construction job that has been legally permitted within Walker. 

 

SECTION 7.6   MOBILE HOME/TRAILER PARKS OR COURTS  

 

A. A trailer park or court for a group of house trailers or manufactured/mobile homes is 

permitted in a T ï Trailer Park District, only after submission of a site plan showing the 

proposed layout, as provided in Section 5.8(B).  The proposed layout shall be in 

compliance with the following criteria.  All trailer parks in all districts where permitted, 

shall be developed in accordance with the City, Parish and State requirements for the 
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method of sewage treatment and disposal and for the public water supply, and shall be 

built in accordance with the following minimum construction standards: 

 

1. Individual house trailer/mobile home sites may be leased or rented but not subdivided 

or sold.   

 

2. Each house trailer/mobile home used or brought to the site must be built within 10 

years of application year and shall be certified as meeting the most recent or prior 

HUD standard construction and safety codes.  

 

3. Frontage shall be required on a publicly maintained street or road. No mobile home 

park shall be allowed on a servitude. 

 

4. Maximum density shall be no more than seven and one-half (7.5) house trailer sites 

per acre. 

 

5. Minimum improvement requirements for private drives within the trailer park shall be 

twenty-three-foot (23ô) roadway surface in fifty foot (50ô) width between building 

lines with adequate storm drainage and pavement construction of at least eight-inch 

(8ò) compacted crushed limestone base and two (2) inches of asphaltic surface. 

 

6. Where only one drive is to be provided, each trailer park shall include an adequate 

circular turnaround at the rear of the property with a minimum inside radius of thirty-

five (35) feet for garbage trucks and other vehicles. 

 

7. The minimum house trailer site size shall be at least forty (40) foot front by one 

hundred forty-five (145) feet in depth. 

 

8. Each house trailer site shall have two (2) concrete runners, two (2) feet wide and six 

(6) inches thick, for the trailer location and a four-inch (4ò) thick, ten-foot (10ô) by 

twenty-six-foot (26ô) concrete parking pad. 

 

9. All mobile homes must have steps that are in compliance with the latest version of the 

International Building Code (IBC). 

 

10. Garbage receptacles are to be provided.  Two (2) receptacles shall be provided for each 

twenty (20) house trailer sites such that a minimum 0.4 Cubic Yards per week, per unit 

is available, or a number and type satisfactory to the Building Official. 

 

11. Each house trailer site shall be provided with a sanitary sewer connection and each 

trailer park shall be provided with a collection and treatment system and public water 

supply in compliance with the standards of the Parish Health Unit, the City of Walker, 

and the State Health Department. 

 

12. There may be established a separate or optional area for overnight campers which area 

shall be provided with central public facilities. 
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13. Where T ï Trailer Park or Manufactured/Mobile Home Districts are adjacent to other 

Residential Districts, a fence at least eight (8) feet high and ninety (90) percent solid 

shall be provided along the side and rear property lines adjacent to the District. 

 

SECTION 7.7   GARBAGE RECEPTACLES FOR MULTIPLE DWELLINGS  

 

A. For multiple dwellings and mobile home parks, garbage receptacle dumpsters shall be 

provided acceptable to the Building Official.    

 

SECTION 7.8   HOUSE TRAILERS/MOBIL E HOME S IN R-70 DISTRICTS 

 

A. House trailers/mobile homes are permitted in R-70 Residential District in connection with 

a dwelling on the same lot with such a dwelling or adjacent thereto, provided that:   

 

1. Any such house trailer is occupied by a member of the immediate family occupying 

such dwelling.  A member of the immediate family shall be construed to be a son, 

daughter, parent, sibling, grandparent, or grandchild. 

 

2. Any such house trailer shall meet the same minimum yard and lot size requirements 

as a primary building on the site. 

 

3. The occupancy permit for any such house trailer shall expire twenty-four (24) months 

from the date of issuance at which time application for renewal may be made. 

 

4. Only one additional house trailer/mobile home shall be allowed in addition to the 

primary dwelling on any single lot. 

 

5. Each house trailer/mobile home used or brought to the site must be built within 10 

years of application year and shall be certified as meeting the most recent or prior 

HUD standard construction and safety codes.  

 

B. House trailers/mobile homes are also permitted in the R-70 Residential District not in 

connection with a dwelling provided that: 

 

1. Any such house trailer shall be occupied by the owner of the property on which the 

house trailer is located or by a member of his immediate family, being a son, daughter, 

parent, grandparent or grandchild. 

 

2. Any such house trailer shall meet the same minimum yard and lot size requirements 

as a main building. 

 

3. The occupancy permit for any such house trailer shall expire twenty-four (24) months 

from the date of issuance at which time applications for renewal may be made. 

 

4. Only one house trailer/mobile home shall be allowed on any single lot. 
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C. A person requesting a building permit for a mobile home must furnish proof of ownership, 

to include a notarized bill of sale. 

 

SECTION 7.9   RESERVED 
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CHAPTER 8:   LANDSCAPING , LAND CLEARING AND LAND FILLING  

       STANDARDS 

 

SECTION 8.1   PURPOSE AND INTENT 

 

A. The purpose of this section of the UDC ordinance is to promote the health, safety, and 

welfare and sustainability of the existing and future residents of the City of Walker and of 

the City environment, by establishing minimum standards for the protection and 

enhancement of natural plant communities, natural features, and continued maintenance 

of those areas and landscaped areas with the City of Walker for the following purposes: 

 

1. Environmental Quality - To improve environmental quality by recognizing the 

numerous beneficial effects of landscaping and protection of the forest canopy.   

 

2. Aesthetics - To improve the aesthetic appearance of commercial, industrial and 

residential areas through landscape design which incorporates protection and 

maintenance of living plant materials and other site developments in ways that 

harmonize and enhance the natural and built environment, while enhancing public 

health and safety. 

 

3. Land Values - To maintain and increase the value of land and community economic 

image by requiring a minimum amount of landscaping to be incorporated into 

development, thus becoming itself a valuable capital asset. 

 

4. EPA mandate - To comply with the Environmental Protection Agency and DEQ 

mandates to reduce non-point pollution of streams and waterways. 

 

5. FEMA and Corps of Engineers- Floodplain standards and wetlands 

 

SECTION 8.2   LAND CLEARING, AND LAND FILLING REQUIREMENTS  

 

The following requirements apply to all Land Clearing and Land Filling operations in all 

zoning districts and for commercial, multi-family and industrial building sites, building 

project or sites, public or private, which require a building permit in the City of Walker, 

regardless of location.  This does not include the clearing of a single subdivision lot or 

conforming residential lot for a single-family house. Land clearing notifications, which may 

or may not be included as part of the Building Permit application, shall be required of all 

parties engaged in land clearing when a tract of land is changed from an agriculture, 

undeveloped, or forestry use to a residential subdivision, institutional, commercial, multi-

family, or industrial use, or that may be cleared only for sale of timber. 

 

A. Land Clearing Notification/Fill Permit:    

 

1. Prior to the cutting, clearing, or removal of any plant material, or the filling of a lot 

with soil or other fill material, a Land Clearing Notification/ Fill Permit shall be 

initiated by contacting the City of Walker Building Department. The following 

minimum information shall be provided to the City: 
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Á Name, address, phone number, contact person of contractor and property owner 

Á Adequate legal description of property 

Á Authorization of property owner to begin clearing or filling 

Á Preliminary Site plan of property, showing any buildings on the site, area to be 

cleared or filled and location of green buffer areas where required 

Á Estimated starting date and completion date of work 

Á Erosion control measures and Best Management Practices (BMP) measures to be 

taken to keep soil from eroding into streets, drainage areas, and neighboring 

properties.   

 

2. Permit(s) required:   Upon a flood determination being provided to the applicant, a 

Land Clearing Notification/ Fill Permit may be allowed by the Building Department.  

The notification/permit shall be valid for no more than six (6) months, should 

additional time be necessary to complete the clearing or filling the 

owner/developer/contractor shall provide additional notice. In addition, before a 

clearing shall begin, the applicant may need to request a Section 404 permit from the 

U.S Army Corps of Engineers, depending upon the site and the size. Notification to 

the City of land clearing and land filling activities does not relieve the 

owner/developer/contractor from obtaining the other necessary local, state, and federal 

permits that may be required. 

 

3. Pre-Inspection by City:  At least three working days prior to beginning work, the 

owner or his/her representative shall request a pre-condition and pre-clearing 

inspection from the City Building Department.  After notification by the owner, the 

City shall schedule a meeting within three days with the owner or his representative, 

prior to the contractor beginning work.  No work is to begin until representatives from 

these departments meet with the owner or his representative on site AND a flood 

determination has been presented. 

 

4. Post-Inspection:  The Building Inspector and/or his designee may inspect the clearing 

site during and after completion of work from compliance with City regulations and 

to inspect for any damage to public culverts, roadways, drainage ways, and to verify 

that erosion control measures have been installed by the owner/developer/contractor. 

 

B. Land Clearing and/or Land Filling Requirements:   

 

1. The requirements of this section shall be met by all parties engaged in land clearing or 

land filling when a tract or parcel of land is being prepared for development, or is 

being changed from an agricultural, open, developed, undeveloped, or forestry use to 

a residential subdivision, commercial, multi-family, or industrial use.  The City 

Building Official, in conjunction with the Chief of Operations, shall be the primary 

contact points for review and negotiation of land clearing and fill requirements. 

 

2. Notification to the Walker Building Department is required prior to commencement 

of land clearing operations.  An erosion control plan shall be included to indicate the 

owner/developerôs plans for reducing erosion on the site after clearing or filling. If the 

subject property is located within a designated wetland, within the Coastal Zone, 

and/or within a flood zone or floodway, or wetlands, other appropriate permits or 
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approvals may be needed from federal or state agencies before the City of Walker 

approves its own permit for such work. 

 

3. Land Clearing Operation and Restoration:  All land clearing operations shall be on 

site, unless written permission is obtained to work within public areas and neighboring 

properties.  The access roadway shall be of sufficient strength to allow access by 

construction vehicles and shall be maintained during land clearing operation, so that it 

is not allowed to become rutted. Additionally, it shall be required that the contractor, 

owner, or timber company, bond fifty (50) percent of the value of the existing City 

roadways to be used for transport, for the duration of the work. The bond shall be 

released upon a satisfactory roadway inspection by the City, or their Engineer.   All 

drainage areas and public roads must be properly restored before a land clearing 

applicant or contactor leaves the site.  All public rights-of-way, public properties, 

existing and recognized natural drainage, and engineered drainage shall be restored to 

pre-existing conditions with the cessation of the land clearing activity.  Access 

roadways for land clearing operations may be cleared. 

 

4. Damage to Public Property:  In the event a land clearing operation causes damage 

to City of Walker public property resulting in the City having to take corrective action, 

the City will present the invoice to the responsible party of record and/or have the 

responsible party rectify the damages to the site or by payment to the City to cover 

repair of damages. 

 

5. Landscape Buffers:  The following requirements for landscape buffers are mandatory 

for owners/developers and their clearing contractors within the City of Walker.  

Additional buffers may be required as part of a valid building permit that would show 

approved green buffers, in addition to those required below.  All buffers required shall 

be exclusive of all easements, servitude and or rights-of-way within the property. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

a. Road Frontage ï Ten-foot (10ô) width along the existing public road frontage. In 

the case of new subdivisions, all road frontage tree and shrub buffer requirements 

shall apply to all roadways existing and those proposed for development. For new 

single-family residential lots, one Class A tree shall be required in the Road 

Frontage Buffer on each lot. 
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b. Adjacent Property ï Ten-foot (10ô) width along the adjacent property line of 

incompatible land use as described below or as approved by the City Building 

Official.   

 

c. Waterways ï Fifty feet (50ô) in width along both banks of natural streambeds, 

riverbanks and drainage canals maintained by the City, or Drainage District, or 

Parish and measured from the mean high-water line (does not include roadside 

drainage ditches, man-made or natural swales) or footage requirements set out in 

Chapter 5 for drainage, whichever is greater.  

 

SECTION 8.3   LAND FILLING REQUIREMENTS:  

  

The requirements of this section shall be met by all parties engaged in the placement of fill 

material on land when a tract or parcel of land is being prepared for development, or is being 

changed from an agriculture, open, developed, undeveloped, or forestry use to a residential 

subdivision, commercial, multi family, or industrial use. If the 

development being ófilledô is a residential subdivision, 

commercial, multi family, or industrial development, a 

Drainage Impact Study (DIS) will be required per Chapter 11, 

herein, to prove that no adverse effects to the watershed will 

occur because of the development. 

 

A. Residential, Commercial, or Industrial  Fill 

Requirements:  Fill for Individual single family 

residential lots, residential and commercial, and industrial 

properties located in Flood Zone A and Flood Zone AE, 

shall be limited to a maximum average height of twenty-

four inches (24ò) above existing property ground, and limited to the area under the 

building envelope and shall extend no more than six feet (6ô) from any foundation or 

concrete slab (to achieve 3H:1V slope) as determined reasonable by the City Building 

Official or as approved in the subject Drainage Impact Study or Modified Drainage Impact 

Study as allowed in Section 11.12 Drainage Impact Study Standards.   The use of pier 

and beam or other open space foundations for buildings located within the flood zone 

are highly encouraged by the City, as an alternative to filling of property located 

within the Flood Zone. 

 

1. Multi -family, Commercial, Industrial Fill Requirements:  Land being prepared by 

an owner/developer/contractor for development by filling or is being changed from an 

agriculture, open, developed, undeveloped, or forestry use to a residential subdivision, 

commercial, multi-family, or industrial use shall first notify the City Building 

Department as part of the Land Clearing Notifications/ Fill Permit process as outlined 

in Section 4.11 and 8.2 of these regulations. Once notification has been provided to 

the Building Department and no objection has been indicated and the Fill Permit 

received, the owner/developer/contractor shall be allowed to place fill on the site as 

follows: 

 

a. Fill in conjunction with Building Permit:   Fill placed on sites as part of an 

approved building permit, or a work order issued for subdivision or commercial 
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construction shall follow the fill requirements set forth in the approved building 

permit.  In Flood Zone A and Flood Zone AE, fill material for the foundation and 

parking areas may be placed to a maximum average height of twenty-four inches 

(24ò) above the existing property grade.  Should more fill need to be placed; a 

variance on this can be provided by the Building Permit Official as long as one or 

both of the following additional restrictions are met: 

 

i. All fill to be used on the site comes from the same property and the same 

flood zone designation area, and for any amount of fill above the prescribed 

24ò, a fill mitigation plan is provided showing that an equivalent amount 

of freeboard/storage is provided, with an onsite pond (either wet or dry) 

and appropriate control structures. 

 

ii.  The projectôs drainage impact study, including a fill mitigation plan, proves 

that by allowing additional fill there are no adverse effects to the adjacent 

waterways, properties, landowners, structures, and floodplain for the 100-

year design storm (see Section 11.12 for Drainage Impact Study 

Standards).  

 

b.  Flood Zone X:  There are no fill requirements in areas designated as Flood Zone X, 

upon approval of Building Official and/or Review Engineer. Fill requirements in 

Flood Zone X should only be required if there are drainage complaints, existing 

drainage concerns, or past flooding in the area. 

 

2. Single Family Residential Fill Requirements: Land being prepared for a single 

family home by filling shall first notify the City Building Department. Once 

notification has been provided to the Building Department and no objection has been 

indicated, the homeowner/contractor shall be allowed to place fill on the site as 

follows: 

 

a. Fill in conjunction with Building Permit: In Flood Zone A and Flood Zone AE, 

fill material for the foundation may be placed to a maximum average height of 

24ò above existing property ground. Should additional fill be desired, or 

necessary to achieve required floor elevation, a variance on this can be provided 

by the building official so long as the below criteria is met and provided for 

review.  

 

i. All fill to be used on the site comes from the same property and the same 

flood zone designation area, and for any amount of fill above the 24ò 

allowed, a fill mitigation plan shall be provided by a Licensed Civil 

engineer meeting the below requirements.  

 

ii.  The fill mitigation plan shall prove that the volume of fill material 

exceeding the 24ò average fill allowed, has been mitigated within the 

affected flood zone, by creating a pond (wet or dry) with equivalent 

storage/freeboard. Should it be necessary to install a control structure or 

outfall in order to achieve this, that information should be included in the 
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fill mitigation plan and shall ensure no change in runoff direction by use of 

the pond will occur. 

 

b. Flood Zone X:  There are no fill requirements in areas designated as Flood Zone 

X, upon approval of Building Official and/or Review Engineer. Fill requirements 

in Flood Zone X should only be required if there are drainage complaints, existing 

drainage concerns, or past flooding in the area. 

 

B. Erosion and Drainage Control measures must be shown on all site plans/construction 

plans or building plans for new projects or exterior rehabilitation projects in which 

erosion of soil is a concern to the City or drainage run-off or where DRAINAGE 

CHANGES COULD IMPACT UPON A NEIGHBORôS PROPERTY.  

 

SECTION 8.4   LANDSCAPE REQUIREMENTS:   

 

Landscape requirements apply to all new subdivisions, commercial, multi-family and 

industrial building sites, building project, or renovation projects or sites, public or private, in 

the City of Walker, regardless of location.  Property or business owners applying only for 

maintenance improvements on their property, such as a repainting, repair or re-roofing of their 

property, are not required to comply with these requirements.  These landscape requirements 

shall apply to those existing properties in which new construction or additions take place or 

where there is substantial renovation that exceeds routine maintenance and that requires a 

building permit and submission of plans to the State Fire Marshal.  This includes new or 

renovated parking lots. 

 

A. Landscape Plan Required:  A landscape plan, prepared in accordance with the 

provisions of this ordinance, shall be submitted to the City Building Department for review 

and approval before any construction takes place and before any Building Permit is issued.  

Said plan will be drawn to scale by a licensed landscape architect, or licensed landscape 

contractor with all irrigation, fill, plant types and planting methods clearly shown on the 

plan.  Such plan will become a part of the Building Permit Application file and will be 

considered part of the building and site approval permit.  The owner/applicant, along with 

the Building Department, shall sign the landscape plan, when it is approved by the City, 

and will install the improvements in accordance with the plan. 
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B. Landscape Work:  Landscape work shall be completed as part of the total construction 

package and must be in place at final inspection of the building or site by the City Building 

Inspector, or as approved by the Building Official no more than ninety (90) days after final 

inspection and based upon written explanation and guarantee from property owner.  Site 

and landscaping improvements not installed according to the approved landscape plan will 

prevent City approval of the applicantôs occupancy of the building and site.  In addition, 

the City may take enforcement action as provided in this UDC ordinance.  

 

C. Building Occupancy:  Plantings required by this ordinance shall be in place at the time 

the building is to be occupied or by approval by the Building Official of written requests 

for extensions of no more than ninety (90) calendar days (after occupancy inspection), 

guaranteeing completion of the landscape improvements by the property owner. 

 

D. Enforcement:  Landscaping work shall be completed as part of the total construction 

package and be installed at the time of final City inspection of the building, parking and 

utilities.  The City Building Officialôs office has the authority to issue stop work orders 

on any unapproved work or non-permitted project.  Any person violating any provision 

of this UDC ordinance, or who fails to comply with any said requirement, shall be 

punishable by a fine as per allowed in this ordinance.  The mitigation requirement of this 

ordinance shall apply to violations of the Land Clearing / Land Filling and Landscape 

Requirements Sections of this ordinance. Building permits and City water service may 

be withheld to properties and projects not complying with landscaping and clearing 

requirements.  Appropriate mitigation action must take place if an owner/developer or 

applicant has violated this ordinance. 

 

E. Irrigation System:  All landscape plans must include a proposal for automatic irrigation 

watering of the landscaping in order to keep the landscaping well-maintained. 
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F. Maintenance: All required plantings shall be maintained in a healthy condition and shall 

be routinely examined and protected during construction.  Plant materials required to be 

planted and indicated on the site plan or landscape plan that die or become diseased during 

or after construction, are to be replaced with the same type and size of plant material 

originally specified on the landscape plan.   

 

G. Access: There shall be a maximum of one (1) two way or two (2) one-way accessways for 

every one hundred fifty linear feet (150ô) of road frontage or major fraction thereof. Two-

way accessways shall be no wider than thirty-five feet (35ô) and a one-way accessway 

shall be no wider than fifteen feet (15ô). Minor variances to this may be approved by the 

Mayor or Building Official; landscape plan would be adjusted accordingly. 

 

H. Visibility at Intersections and Accessways: All plantings shall conform to City standards 

and be located so as not to cause an obstruction to motorists. A sight triangle measuring 

fifteen feet (15ô) along the property line by a depth of fifteen feet (15ô) shall be established 

at accessways.  No sight obstructions over thirty inches (30ò) shall be allowed in this sight 

triangle.   

 

 
 

I. Tree Preservation:  Existing trees that are in good health may be credited towards the 

tree requirement of the landscape buffer or area they fall in on a one to one basis. The 

owner is encouraged to preserve as many mature and healthy existing trees as possible in 

the design and implementation of the site and landscape plans. It is the responsibility of 

the owner to maintain the preserved trees. It will be the responsibility of the owner to 

replace any preserved tree that dies within five (5) years of development completion with 

another tree meeting Class A standards 

 

1. Credit Determination: To receive credit for a preserved tree, the owner must include 

as part of the Landscape Plan the location, species, size and photo of each tree or tree 

grouping proposed for preservation credit. 

 

2. Tree Protection:  During construction and clearing operations in connection with a 

building permit, all trees scheduled for protection by this ordinance shall be protected 

with a barrier fence extending to the edge of the treeôs dripline. All tree protection 
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fencing must be in place prior to any clearing or site work and remain in place until all 

construction has been completed to receive credit for the trees. The fence shall be a 

minimum height of six feet and create a completely enclosed area around the tree. 

Plastic or no-rigid forms of fencing shall not be allowed. The fencing shall carry 

durable signs designating the area as a ñTree Protection Zoneò. Signs shall be a 

minimum eight inches (8ò) tall by ten inches (10ò) wide and shall be firmly affixed to 

the tree protection fence at a maximum spacing of twenty-five feet (25ô) between 

signs. 

 

J. Site Landscape and Buffer Requirements: 

 

1. Road Frontage Landscape Buffer  Requirements: The road frontage buffer 

requirement is defined as a front yard landscaping easement of at least ten feet (10ô) 

wide adjacent to and along all public roadways in all commercial and multifamily 

zoning districts.  Such easement will remain private property and shall immediately 

adjoin the public road right-of-way.  This easement must be planted with approved 

tree species and shrubs, planted in a manner that will provide a slight buffer from the 

front parking.   

 

For Parcels two (2) acres or less, the Road Frontage Buffer may include any 

easements, servitude and or rights-of-way within the property, as shown below. 

 

 
 

a. Tree Planting Requirements: There shall be a minimum of one over-story tree, 

two inches (2ò) in diameter, a minimum of twelve feet (12ô) in height for every 

fifteen linear feet (15ô) of road frontage. Credit will be given on a one-to-one basis 

for existing overstory trees preserved and protected in the tree buffers/road 

frontage landscape strip along the roadways (or left protected elsewhere on the 

property).  Trees shall be planted within the Road Frontage Landscape Strip as 

defined above.  

 

i. There shall be a minimum of one Class A tree for every thirty linear feet 

(30ô) of road frontage. 50% of the total must be Class A, two Class B trees 

may be substituted for 1 Class A for the other 50% of the total requirement. 

  

ii.  Where overhead utility lines are present, one Class B tree for every thirty 

linear feet (30ô) of road frontage shall be used in lieu of Class A trees.  
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iii.  Approved driveway access points may be subtracted from the total linear 

footage.    

 

iv. Trees shall be planted within the Road Frontage Buffer as defined above.  

 

v. Credit will be given on a one-to-one basis for approved existing trees in 

good health, preserved and protected in the road frontage buffer. 

 

b. Shrub Planting Requirements:  Where parking lots are constructed adjacent to 

roads, a continuous screen of evergreen shrubs a minimum of three feet in height 

shall be planted to screen the parking from the roadway. These shrubs do not have 

to be planted in a solid straight line. They can also be clustered in varying depths 

and bed shapes so long as to still meet the intention of the screening requirement. 

 

2. Adjacent Property Buffer Requirements: The Adjacent Property Buffer is defined 

as a perimeter landscaping easement of at least ten feet (10ô) wide adjacent to and 

along all property lines that are not along public roadways in all commercial and 

multifamily zoning districts that are adjacent to conflicting land use or zoning. For 

example, a multifamily development next to single family residence would be required 

to provide an adjacent property buffer. Such easement will remain private property. 

This easement must be planted with approved tree species and shrubs or have a solid 

eight-foot (8ô) fence constructed in a manner that will provide a screen between 

conflicting adjacent land uses.   

 

a. Buffer Determination:  A ten-foot (10ô) wide landscape buffer will be required 

along each property line that falls under the following circumstances: 

 

i. Any new or expanded commercial, industrial or multifamily development 

being constructed next to existing residential or multifamily development. 

 

ii.  Any new or expanded industrial or commercial development being 

constructed next to existing commercial development. 

 

iii.  Any new or expanded parking as a primary use of the lot being constructed 

next to existing residential, multifamily or commercial development (if the 

parking is not intended for use by the adjoining development). 

 

b. Tree Planting Requirements: 

 

i. There shall be a minimum of one (1) Class A tree for every thirty linear 

feet (30ô) of property line. 50% of the total must be Class A, two (2) Class 

B trees may be substituted for one (1) Class A for the other 50% of the total 

requirement.  

 

ii.  Where overhead utility lines are present, one (1) Class B tree for every 

thirty linear feet (30ô) of property line shall be used in lieu of Class A trees.  
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iii.  Credit will be given on a one-to-one (1:1) basis for approved existing trees 

in good health, preserved and protected in the buffer. 

 

c. Shrub Planting Requirements:   

 

i. A continuous screen of evergreen shrubs, a minimum of four feet (4ô) in 

height at planting, that will reach a six-foot (6ô) minimum height at 

maturity shall be planted to screen the new development from the 

neighboring development. These shrubs do not have to be planted in a solid 

straight line but can also be clustered in varying depths and bed shapes so 

long as to still meet the intention of the screening requirement. 

 

ii.  A solid eight-foot (8ô) fence will be required, in lieu of shrubs, for any new 

industrial development bordering any other development and any new 

commercial or multifamily development that borders an existing single-

family residential development. A solid eight-foot (8ô) fence may be 

substituted for the shrub requirement in all other conditions. 

 

K. Parking Landscape Requirements: 

 

1. Tree Planting Requirements:  

 

a. There shall be a minimum of one Class A tree, for every ten (10) parking spaces 

provided.  An interior landscaped island shall be provided between every ten (10) 

parking spaces in a single row. Interior islands may be consolidated, or intervals 

may be expanded in order to preserve existing trees in good health. 

 

b. No parking space shall be further than one hundred feet (100ô) from the trunk of a 
Class A tree.  

 

c. Credit will be given on a one-to-one basis for existing overstory trees in good 

health that are preserved and protected in the parking areas. 

 

2. Tree Planting Areas:  There shall be a minimum of one hundred twenty-five (125) 

square feet planting area provided for each tree required by this section. Each planting 

area shall have a minimum wide dimension of eight feet (8ô). 

 

3. Landscape Filter Area and Best Management Practices (BMP): Where feasible, 

based upon lot size, site conditions, and parking requirements, parking tiers shall be 

separated by a minimum three feet of landscape filter areas.  Landscape filter areas are 

to include a groundcover and landscape material that will achieve one hundred (100) 

percent coverage when vegetation is mature.  Examples include solid sod, monkey 

grass, liriope, Japanese ardesia, Asian jasmine, or iris.  Care should be taken to reduce 

washing of soil and mulch in filter areas, until permanent groundcover is established.   
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Additionally, when and where possible, and at the discretion of the City Building 

Department, a portion of the drainage from the parking areas shall be drained through 

swales in the Road Frontage Buffer to include deep rooted perennial ornamental 

grasses. 

 

L. Planting Standards: 

 

1. General: 

 

a. All landscaping shall be installed in accordance with the rules of good 

arboricultural practice as set forth by the ANSI A300 and in the Louisiana 

Nurserymanôs Manual for the Environmental Horticulture Industry, latest edition, 

as published by the Louisiana Nursery and Landscape Association, and currently 

in effect at the time of such work.  

 

b. Plant material shall be true to name, variety and size and shall conform to all 

applicable provisions of the American Standards for Nursery Stock, latest edition, 

as published by the American Nursery & Landscape Association. 

 

c. All plant heights shall be measured from the top of the root ball to the tip of the 

highest branch. 

 

2. Class A Trees:  A Class A Tree is defined as a canopy tree that will provide 

significant shade and reaches fifty feet (50ô) and above at maturity. 

 

a. Tree Planting Requirements:  

 

¶ All single trunk trees shall have a minimum of two-inch (2ò) caliper and 

measure a minimum of eight feet (8ô) tall at time of planting. 

 

¶ All multi -trunk trees shall have a minimum of three (3) main stems each with 

a minimum one and one-half-inch (1-İò) caliper and measure a minimum of 

eight feet (8ô) tall at time of planting. 
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b. Acceptable Species: Below is a list of some but not all acceptable Class A trees. 

 

¶ Swamp Red Maple, Nuttall Oak, Shumard Oak, Live Oak, White Oak, Willow 

Oak, Bald Cypress, Pond Cypress, River Birch, Sweet Gum, Tulip Poplar, 

Southern Magnolia 

 

3. Class B Trees:  A Class B Tree is defined as a medium size tree that can provide 

shade as well as ornamental value and reaches twenty-five feet (25ô) and above at 

maturity. 

 

a. Tree Planting Requirements:  

 

¶ All single trunk trees shall have a minimum of one-half-inch (İò) caliper and 

measure a minimum of seven feet (7ô) tall at time of planting. 

 

¶ All multi -trunk trees shall have a minimum of three (3) main stems each with 

a minimum one-inch (1ò) caliper and measure a minimum of seven feet (7ô) 

tall at time of planting. 

 

b. Acceptable Species: Below is a list of some but not all acceptable Class B trees. 

 

¶ Drake and Chinese Elms, larger Crape Myrtle varieties, Wax Myrtle, larger 

Holly varieties, River Birch, Southern Crabapple, Fringe Tree, Sweetbay 

Magnolia 

 

4. Shrubs:   

 

a. Shrub Planting Requirements: 

 

¶ Shrubs shall be a minimum fifteen-inch (15ò) height in a minimum 3-gallon 

container, unless they are planted as part of a screen in the Road Frontage 

Buffer or Adjacent Property Buffer. 

 

¶ Shrubs for Road Frontage Buffer screen shall be a minimum of two and one-

half feet (2-İô) tall at time of planting. 

 

¶ Shrubs for Adjacent Property Buffer screen shall be a minimum of four feet 

(4ô) tall at time of planting. 

 

b. Acceptable Species: Below is a list of some but not all acceptable shrubs. 

 

¶ Azalea varieties, Carissa Holly, Dwarf Burford Holly, other Holly varieties, 

Muhly Grass, Maiden Grass, Viburnum varieties, Podocarpus 
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CHAPTER 9 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AND  

FLOODPLAIN DEVELOPMENT REQUIREMENTS  
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CHAPTER 9:   ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AND FLOODPLAIN  

       DEVELOPMENT REQUIREMENTS     

 

Refer to City of Walker Ordinance Chapter 8 ï Landscaping, Land Clearing and Land 

Filling Standards. 

 

SECTION 9.1   STATUTORY AUTHORITY  

 

A. The Legislature of the State of Louisiana has in R. S. 38:84 delegated the responsibility 

to local governmental units to adopt regulations designed to minimize flood losses. 

Therefore, the City of Walker, Louisiana, does ordain as follows: 

 

SECTION 9.2   FINDINGS OF FACT  

 

A. The flood hazard areas of the City of Walker are subject to periodic inundation, which 

results in loss of life and property, health and safety hazards, disruption of commerce and 

governmental services, and extraordinary public expenditures for flood protection and 

relief, all of which adversely affect the public health, safety and general welfare.  

 

B. These flood losses are created by the cumulative effect of obstructions in flood plains 

which cause an increase in flood heights and velocities, and by the occupancy of flood 

hazards areas by uses vulnerable to floods and hazardous to other lands because they are 

inadequately elevated, flood proofed or otherwise protected from flood damage.  

 

SECTION 9.3   STATEMENT OF PURPOSE  

 

A. It is the purpose of this ordinance to promote the public health, safety and general 

welfare and to minimize public and private losses due to flood conditions in specific 

areas by provisions designed to:  

 

1. Protect human life and health;  

 

2. Minimize expenditure of public money for costly flood control projects;  

 

3. Minimize the need for rescue and relief efforts associated with flooding and 

generally undertaken at the expense of the general public;  

 

4. Minimize prolonged business interruptions;  

 

5. Minimize damage to public facilities and utilities such as water and gas mains, 

electric, telephone and sewer lines, streets and bridges located in floodplains;  

 

6. Help maintain a stable tax base by providing for the sound use and development or 

flood-prone areas in such a manner as to minimize future flood blight areas; and  

 

7. Ensure that potential buyers are notified that property is in a flood area.  
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SECTION 9.4   METHODS OF REDUCING FLOOD LOSSES 

 

A. In order to accomplish its purposes, this ordinance uses the following methods:  

 

1. Restrict or prohibit uses that are dangerous to health, safety or property in times of 

flood, or cause excessive increases in flood heights or velocities;  

 

2. Require that uses vulnerable to floods, including facilities which serve such uses, be 

protected against flood damage at the time of initial construction;  

 

3. Control the alteration of natural flood plains, stream channels, and natural protective 

barriers, which are involved in the accommodation of flood waters;  

 

4. Control filling, grading, dredging and other development which may increase flood 

damage;  

 

5. Prevent or regulate the construction of flood barriers which will unnaturally divert 

flood waters or which may increase flood hazards to other lands.  

 

SECTION 9.5   DEFINITIONS (See Chapter 3: Definitions of this Ordinance.) 

 

 

GENERAL PROVISIONS  

 

SECTION 9.6   LANDS TO WHICH THIS ORDINANCE APPLIES  

 

A. The ordinance shall apply to all areas of special flood hazard with the jurisdiction of the 

City of Walker.  

 

SECTION 9.7   BASIS FOR ESTABLISHING THE AREAS OF SPECIAL FLOOD  

     HAZARD  

 

A. The areas of special flood hazard identified by the Federal Emergency Management 

Agency in a scientific and engineering report entitled, "The Flood Insurance Study (FIS) 

for Livingston Parish and incorporated areas,ò dated April 3, 2012, with accompanying 

Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM) dated April 3, 2012, and any revisions thereto are 

hereby adopted by reference and declared to be a part of this ordinance.  

 

SECTION 9.8   ESTABLISHMENT OF FLOODPLAIN DEVELOPMENT PERMIT  

 

A Floodplain Development Permit shall be required to ensure conformance with the 

provisions of this ordinance. Note that a single-family residence will not be required to get a 

floodplain development permit, however shall still follow the requirements of Chapter 8 

Landscaping, Land Clearing and Land Filling Standards, and Chapter 11 Subdivision 

Standards, as applicable.  
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When an owner/developer/contractor providing a Drainage Impact Study which meets the 

requirements of these regulations, and the requirements of the City; the requirement of the 

floodplain development permit will be considered met. 

 

SECTION 9.9   COMPLIANCE  

 

A. No structure or land shall hereafter be located, altered, or have its use changed without 

full compliance with the terms of this ordinance and other applicable regulations.  

 

SECTION 9.10   ABROGATION AND GREATER RESTRICTIONS  

 

A. This ordinance is not intended to repeal, abrogate, or impair any existing easements, 

covenants, or deed restrictions. However, where this ordinance and another ordinance, 

easement, covenant or deed restriction conflict or overlap, whichever imposes the more 

stringent restrictions shall prevail.  

 

SECTION 9.11   INTERPRETATION  

  

A. In the interpretation and application of this ordinance, all provisions shall be:  

 

1. considered as minimum requirements;  

 

2. liberally construed in favor of the governing body; and  

 

3. deemed neither to limit nor repeal any other powers granted under State statutes.  

 

SECTION 9.12   WARNING AND DISCLAIMER OR LIABILITY  

 

A. The degree of flood protection required by this ordinance is considered reasonable for 

regulatory purposes and is based on scientific and engineering considerations. On rare 

occasions greater floods can and will occur and flood heights may be increased by man-

made or natural causes. This ordinance does not imply that land outside the areas of special 

flood hazards or uses permitted within such areas will be free from flooding or flood 

damages. This ordinance shall not create liability on the part of the community or any 

official or employee thereof for any flood damages that result from reliance on this 

ordinance or any administrative decision lawfully made hereunder.  

 

SECTIONS 9.13 THROUGH  9.20 RESERVED. 

 

 

ADMINISTRATION  

 

SECTION 9.21   DESIGNATION OF THE FLOODPLAIN ADMINISTRATOR.  

 

The Building Official (or his/her designee if appointed by the Mayor) is hereby appointed the 

Floodplain Administrator to administer and implement the provisions of this ordinance and 

other appropriate sections of 44 CFR (Emergency Management and Assistance - National 

Flood Insurance Program Regulations) pertaining to floodplain management.  
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SECTION 9.22   DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE FLOODPLAIN  

       ADMINISTRATOR  

 

A. Duties and responsibilities of the Floodplain Administrator shall include, but not be 

limited to, the following:  

 

1. Maintain and hold open for public inspection all records pertaining to the provisions 

of this ordinance;  

 

2. Review permit application to determine whether to ensure that the proposed building 

site, including the placement of manufactured homes, will be reasonably safe from 

flooding;  

 

3. Review, approve or deny all applications for development permits required by 

adoption of this ordinance;  

 

4. Review permits for proposed development to assure that all necessary permits have 

been obtained from those Federal, State or local governmental agencies (including 

Section 404 of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act Amendments of 1972, 33 

U.S.C. 1334) from which prior approval is required. 

 

5. Where interpretation is needed as to the exact location of the boundaries of the areas 

of special flood hazards (for example, where there appears to be a conflict between a 

mapped boundary and actual field conditions) the Floodplain Administrator shall 

make the necessary interpretation. 

 

6. Notify, in riverine situations, adjacent communities and the State Coordinating 

Agency, which is the Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development, 

prior to any alteration or relocation of a watercourse, and submit evidence of such 

notification to the Federal Emergency Management Agency.  

 

7. Assure that the flood carrying capacity within the altered or relocated portion of any 

watercourse is maintained. 

 

8. When the base flood elevation data has not been provided in accordance with Section 

9.7 herein, the Floodplain Administrator shall obtain, review and reasonably utilize 

any base flood elevation data and floodway data available from a Federal, State or 

other source, in order to administer the provisions of all parts of this Section. 

 

9. When a regulatory flood way has not been designated, the Floodplain Administrator 

must require that no new construction, substantial improvements, or other 

development (including fill) shall be permitted within Zones A1-30 and AE on the 

community's FIRM, unless it is demonstrated that the cumulative effect of the 

proposed development, when combined with all other existing and anticipated 

development, will not increase the water surface elevation of the base flood more 

than one (1) foot at any point within the community. 
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10. Under the provisions of 44 CFR Chapter I, Section 65.12, of the National Flood 

Insurance Program regulations, a community may approve certain development in 

Zones A1-30, AE, AH, on the community's FIRM which increases the water surface 

elevation of the base flood by more than one (1) foot, provided that the community 

first completes all of the provisions required by Section 65.12. 

 

SECTION 9.23   PERMIT PROCEDURES.  

 

A. Application for a local Development Permit shall be presented to the Floodplain 

Administrator/Building Official on forms furnished by him/her and may include, but not 

be limited to plans in duplicate drawn to scale showing the location, dimensions, and 

elevations of proposed landscape alterations, existing and proposed structures, including 

the placement of manufactured homes, and the location of the foregoing in relation to 

areas of special flood hazard. Additionally, the following information is required:  

 

1. Elevation (in relation to mean sea level), of the lowest floor (including basement) of 

all new and substantially improved structures;  

 

2. Elevation in relation to mean sea level to which any nonresidential structure shall be 

flood proofed;  

 

3. A certificate from a registered professional engineer or architect that the nonresidential 

flood proofed structure shall meet the flood proofing criteria of Subsection 9.37 (2) of 

this Ordinance. 

 

4. Description of the extent to which any watercourse or natural drainage will be altered 

or relocated as a result of proposed development. 

 

5. Maintain a record of all such information in accordance with Subsection 9.22(1) of 

this Ordinance.   

 

B. Approval or denial of a Development Permit by the Floodplain Administrator/Building 

Official shall be based on all of the provisions of this ordinance and the following relevant 

factors:  

 

1. The danger to life and property due to flooding or erosion damage;  

 

2. The susceptibility of the proposed facility and its contents to flood damage and the 

effect of such damage on the individual owner;  

 

3. The danger that materials may be swept onto other lands to the injury of others; 

 

4. The compatibility of the proposed use with existing and anticipated development;  

 

5. The safety to access to the property in times of flood for ordinary and emergency 

vehicles;  
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6. The costs of providing governmental services during and after flood conditions, 

including maintenance and repair of streets and bridges, and public utilities and 

facilities such as sewer, gas, electrical and water systems;  

 

7. The expected heights, velocity, duration, rate of rise and sediment transport of the 

flood waters and the effects of wave action, if applicable, expected at the site; 

  

8. The necessity to the facility of a waterfront location, where applicable;  

 

9. The availability or alternative locations, not subject to flooding or erosion damage, for 

the proposed use;  

 

SECTION 9.24   VARIANCE PROCEDURES AND APPEAL BOARD (THE BOARD  

       OF ADJUSTMENTS) 

 

A.  The Appeal Board, as established by the community, shall hear and render decisions on 

requests for variances or waivers from the requirements of this ordinance. 

 

The Building Official, through its appointment as the Floodplain Administrator, shall 

determine if any construction of a residential or commercial structure is required to be 

built one (1) foot above the base flood elevation.  If the Applicant is displeased with 

the decision of the Building Official, then Applicant may appeal that decision to the 

City of Walkerôs Appeal Board (Walker Planning and Zoning Commission) for 

review.  If Applicant is displeased with the decision of the City of Walkerôs Appeal 

Board on the appeal, then (s)he may appeal that decision to the City Council of the 

City of Walker.   
 

B. The Appeal Board shall hear and render judgment on appeal only when it is alleged there 

is an error in any requirement, decision, or determination made by the Floodplain 

Administrator in the enforcement or administration of this ordinance.  

 

C. Any person(s) aggrieved by the decision of the City Council may, within 30 (thirty) days 

of the date of such decision, appeal that decision to any court of competent jurisdiction.  

 

D. The Floodplain Administrator shall maintain a record of all actions involving an appeal 

and shall report variances to the Federal Emergency Management Agency upon request.  

 

E. Variances may be issued for the reconstruction, rehabilitation or restoration of structures 

listed on the National Register of Historic Places or the State Inventory of Historic Places, 

without regard to the procedures set forth in the remainder of this ordinance.  

 

F. Variances may be issued for new construction and substantial improvements to be erected 

on a lot of one-half (0.5) acre or less in size contiguous to and surrounded by lots with 

existing structures constructed below the base flood level, providing the relevant factors 

in this Chapter 9 have been fully considered. As the lot size increases beyond the one-half 

(0.5) acre, the technical justification required for issuing the variance increases.  
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G. Upon consideration of the factors noted above and the intent of this ordinance, the Appeal 

Board may attach such conditions to the granting of variances as it deems necessary to 

further the purpose and objectives of this ordinance. 

 

H. Variances shall not be issued within any designated floodway, if any increase in flood 

levels during the base flood discharge would result.  

 

I. Variances may be issued for the repair or rehabilitation of historic structures upon a 

determination that the proposed repair or rehabilitation will not preclude the structure's 

continued designation as a historic structure and the variance is the minimum necessary 

to preserve the historic character and design of the structure.  

 

J. Prerequisites for granting variances are as follows:  

 

1. Variances shall only be issued upon a determination that the variance is the minimum 

necessary, considering the flood hazard, to afford relief.  

 

2. Variances shall only be issued upon:  

 

a. showing a good and sufficient cause;  

 

b. a determination that failure to grant the variance would result in exceptional 

hardship to the applicant; and  

 

c. a determination that the granting of a variance will not result in increased flood 

heights, additional threats to public safety, extraordinary public expense, create 

nuisances, cause fraud on or victimization of the public, or conflict with existing 

local laws or ordinances.  

 

3. Any application to which a variance is granted shall be given written notice that the 

structure will be permitted to be built with the lowest floor elevation below the base 

flood elevation, and that the cost of flood insurance will be commensurate with the 

increased risk resulting from the reduced lowest floor elevation.  

 

K. Variances may be issued by a community for new construction and substantial 

improvements and for other development necessary for the conduct of a functionally 

dependent use provided that  

 

1. the criteria outlined in sub section J, 1&2 a-c above are met; and 

 

2. the structure or other development is protected by methods that minimize flood 

damages during the base flood and create no additional threats to public safety.  

 

SECTIONS 9.25 through 9.35 RESERVED. 
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PROVISIONS FOR FLOOD HAZARD REDUCTION  

 

SECTION 9.36   General Standards 

 

A. In all areas of special flood hazards the following provisions are required for all new 

construction and substantial improvements:  

 

1. All new construction or substantial improvements shall be designed (or modified) and 

adequately anchored to prevent flotation, collapse or lateral movement of the structure 

resulting from hydrodynamic and hydrostatic loads, including the effects of buoyancy;  

2. All new construction or substantial improvements shall be constructed by methods and 

practices that minimize flood damage;  

3. All new construction or substantial improvements shall he constructed with materials 

resistant to flood damage;  

4. All new construction or substantial improvements shall be constructed with electrical, 

heating, ventilation, plumbing, and air conditioning equipment and other service 

facilities that are designed and/or located so as to prevent water from entering or 

accumulating within the components during conditions of flooding;  

5. All new and replacement water supply systems shall be designed to minimize or 

eliminate infiltration of flood waters into the system;  

6. New and replacement sanitary sewage systems shall be designed to minimize or 

eliminate infiltration of flood waters into the system and discharge from the systems 

into flood waters; and,  

7. On-site waste disposal systems shall be located to avoid impairment to them or 

contamination from them during flooding.  

 

SECTION 9.37   SPECIFIC STANDARDS 

 

A. In all areas of special flood hazards where base flood elevation data has been provided as 

set forth in Subsections 9.7, 9.22(8), and 9.38(C), the following provisions are required:  

 

1. Residential Construction. New construction and substantial improvement of any 

residential structure shall have the lowest floor (including basement, machinery and 

equipment, etc.) one (1) foot above the base flood elevation. This one (1) foot above 

base flood elevation applies to the elevation of the lowest floor (or lowest horizontal 

structural member in V Zones) of the building. A registered professional engineer, 

architect and/or surveyor shall submit a certification to the Floodplain Administrator 

that the standard of this subsection, as proposed in subsection 9.23(1)a, is satisfied. 

 

2. Non-residential Construction. New construction and substantial improvements of any 

commercial, industrial or other non-residential structure shall either have the lowest 

floor (including basement, machinery and equipment, etc.) elevated to one (1) foot 

above the base flood level (or lowest horizontal structural member in V Zones) or 

together with attendant utility and sanitary facilities, be designed so that below the 

base flood level plus one (1) foot the structure is watertight with walls substantially 
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impermeable to the passage of water and with structural components having the 

capability of resisting hydrostatic and hydrodynamic loads and effects of buoyancy.  

A registered professional engineer or architect shall develop and/or review structural 

design specifications and plans for the construction and shall certify that the design 

and methods of construction are in accordance with accepted standards of practice as 

outlined in this subsection. A record of such certification which includes the specific 

elevation (in relation to mean sea level) to which such structures are flood proofed 

shall be maintained by the Floodplain Administrator.  

 

3. Enclosures. New construction and substantial improvements, with fully enclosed areas 

below the lowest floor that are usable solely for parking of vehicles, building access 

or storage in an area other than a basement and which are subject to flooding, shall be 

designated to automatically equalize hydrostatic flood forces on all exterior walls by 

allowing for the entry and exit of floodwaters. Designs for meeting this requirement 

must either be certified by a registered professional engineer or architect or meet or 

exceed the following minimum criteria:  

 

a. A minimum of two (2) openings, on separate walls, having a total net area of not 

less than one (1) square inch for every square foot of enclosed area subject to 

flooding shall be provided.  

 

b. The bottom of all openings shall be no higher than one (1) foot above grade.  

 

c. Openings may be equipped with screens, louvers, valves, or other coverings or 

devices provided that they permit the automatic entry and exit of floodwater.  

 

4. Manufactured Homes in Flood Zones 

 

a. Require all manufactured homes and mobile homes to be placed within Flood Zone 

A on a community's FHBM or FIRM shall be installed using methods and practices 

which minimize flood damage. For the purposes of this requirement, manufactured 

homes must be elevated and anchored to resist flotation, collapse, or lateral 

movement. Methods of anchoring may include, but are not limited to, use of over-

the-top or frame ties to ground anchors. This requirement is in addition to 

applicable State and local anchoring requirements for resisting wind forces.  

 

b. Require that manufactured homes that are placed or substantially improved within 

Zones A1-30, AH, and AE on the community's FIRM on sites (i) outside of a 

manufactured home park or subdivision, (ii) in a new manufactured home park or 

subdivision, (iii) in an expansion to an existing manufactured home park or 

subdivision, or (iv) in an existing manufactured home park or subdivision on which 

a manufactured home has incurred "substantial damage" as a result of a flood, be 

elevated on a permanent foundation such that the bottom of the longitudinal 

structural I beam of the manufactured home is elevated to one (1) foot above the 

base flood elevation and be securely anchored to an adequately anchored 

foundation system to resist flotation, collapse, and lateral movement.  
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c. Require that manufactured homes be placed or substantially improved on sites in 

an existing manufactured home park or subdivision with Zones A1-30, AH and 

AE on the community's FIRM that are not subject to the provisions of paragraph 

(4) (b) of this Section be elevated so that either:  

 

i. the bottom of the longitudinal structural I beam of the manufactured home is 

one (1) foot above the base flood elevation, or  

 

ii.  the manufactured home chassis is supported by reinforced piers or other 

foundation elements of at least equivalent strength that are no less than thirty-

six (36) inches in height above grade and be securely anchored to an adequately 

anchored foundation system to resist flotation, collapse, and lateral movement.  

 

5. Recreational vehicles - Require that recreational vehicles placed on sites within Zones 

A1-30, AH, and AE on the community's FIRM either (i) be on the site for fewer than 

180 consecutive days, (ii) be fully licensed and ready for highway use, or (iii) meet 

the permit requirements of Sub-Section 9.23(1), and the elevation and anchoring 

requirements for ñmanufactured homesò in above paragraph (4) of this section. A 

recreational vehicle is ready for highway use if it is on its wheels or a jacking system, 

is attached to the site only by quick disconnect type utilities and security devices, and 

has no permanently attached additions. 

 

SECTION 9.38   STANDARDS FOR SUBDIVISION PROPOSALS.  

 

A. All subdivision proposals including manufactured home parks and subdivisions shall be 

consistent with Sections 9.1 ï 9.4 of this Ordinance.  

B. All proposals for the development of subdivisions including manufactured home parks 

and subdivisions shall meet Development Permit requirements and the provisions of this 

Ordinance. 

C. Base flood elevation data shall be generated for subdivision proposals and other proposed 

development including manufactured home parks and subdivisions if not otherwise 

provided pursuant to this Ordinance.  

D. All subdivision proposals including the placement of manufactured home parks and 

subdivisions shall have adequate drainage provided to reduce exposure to flood hazards.  

E. All subdivision proposals including manufactured home parks and subdivisions shall 

have public utilities and facilities such as sewer, gas, electrical and water systems 

located and constructed to minimize or eliminate flood damage. 

 

SECTION 9.39   RESERVED 

 

SECTION 9.40   SEVERABILITY  

 

If any section, clause, sentence, or phrase of this Ordinance is held to be invalid or 

unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, then said holding shall in no way 

affect the validity of the remaining portions of this Ordinance. 
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SECTION 9.41   PENALTIES FOR NON-COMPLIANCE  

 

No structure or land shall hereafter be constructed, located, extended, converted, or altered 

without the full compliance with the terms of this ordinance and other applicable regulations.  

Violation of the provisions of this ordinance by failure to comply with any of its requirements 

(including violations of conditions and safeguards established in connection with conditions) 

shall constitute a misdemeanor.  Any person who violates this ordinance or fails to comply 

with any of its requirements shall upon conviction thereof be punished as set forth in Chapter 

13 of this Ordinance, for each violation.  Each day the violation continues shall be deemed a 

new violation.  In addition, the violator shall pay all costs and expenses involved in the case.  

Nothing herein contained shall prevent the City of Walker from taking such other lawful 

action as is necessary to prevent or remedy any violation. 
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CHAPTER 10 

 

SIGNAGE STANDARDS, 

BILLBOARDS  

 




